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W hat a great Month April was, starting with that wonderful club run to 

Cooma, thank you Pete for organising what was a wonderful day weather wise (line to the 

big fellow upstairs), and a very active and interesting Cooma club and museum  

Mark and Nome must have had a heads up, that great things would happen at Natmeet,           

fortunately they were there to accept: 

• Firstly, our website won the Best Website Award.  I know you will all support me when I   

congratulate Simon for his high standard on our site and keeping it up-to-date and fluid, and 

he well and truly deserves the accolades and recognition 

• Secondly, Nome won the "Best Action Photograph" award. This was no mean feat when 

you consider there has not been a photographic competition for 3 years and many pent-up 

budding photographers paraded their artistic talents 

Committee vacancies, for personal reasons, Simon Braun has had to step down in his roles as 

general committee position and a webmaster.  Simon has done a wonderful job as web master 

and his role on the committee. We are now looking to fill 2 positions: 

• General Committee member 

• Web Master 

Please consider volunteering of for either position. 

Events 

• The Battle of Waterloo Sunday 19th June ; 

• The workshop facilities, don’t forget that should you need to work on and especially under 

your car, that the clubs garage with hoist is available for you; 

As noted last month we are still seeking: 

• Are you able to help prepare the supper for our monthly meeting, Sandra & Bryan have 

been awesome in their catering and agreeing to stay for another 6 months until we can find 

someone to replace them, want to have a go? 

• Put your thinking caps on, and help Pete Dalton with ideas for club runs; 

• If you’re wanting to have an outing, then don’t forget the midweek meanders, or Coffee 

Mornings, Lunchtime Natter, and Sunday Club Breakfasts. 

Your Safety Fast 

 

 

Rob (Chilly         ) Chilman  

President Rob’s Rant 
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Torque 

 April 2022 general meeting 

Our guest speaker at the March general 

meeting was Malcolm Robertson who gave an 

interesting talking about club the voluntary 

carbon offset levy. 

May 2022 club general meeting 

The guest speaker at our May general meet-

ing is Nev Blyth talking about this years club 

charity - 1RPH Community Radio Station. 

Well, I Never Knew That! 

Submitted by Mick O’Brien 

It seems the Beatles manager Brian Epstein 

had an MGB. 

Here's a wonderful excerpt from Alistair      

Taylor's book, “With The Beatles”: 

Brian and the Beatles were always fun to be 

with in those heady early days, but I tried not 

to travel in a car with Brian driving too often. 

He was a truly terrible driver, although I never 

knew him to have an accident. He caused 

plenty, mind you. 

In the winter of 1964, the Beatles were         

playing at a huge cinema in Manchester and 

Brian decided he would drive the two of us 

over in his little maroon MGB. My heart sank. 

Brian announced we were going for some-

thing to eat and 

eventually we 

spotted a      

restaurant.    

Fortunately, 

there was a 

parking space 

just outside 

which would 

have happily 

accommodated 

an ocean-going 

liner. But this  

MG Car Club Canbe rra on the We b  

 Website :  (http://mgcccanberra.org.au) 

View our website for information on upcoming events, past events and Gallery's 

 Face book Social Page :  (https://www.facebook.com/groups/MGCCCSocial) See what 

other club members are doing, interesting articles from around the web, or, just catching up or 

chatting. 

Please send contribution for the June 2022 issue of Tappet Chatter to the                                      

Editor by Friday 27 May 2022 
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 still represented a considerable challenge to  

Brian. He reversed at speed until we heard a 

sickening crunch from the rear. Brian grimaced 

and turned the radio up a notch.  

We lurched forward and gave the bread van in 

front a friendly nudge. By then, the curb was 

just about within walking distance so I took the 

opportunity to abandon ship before Brian's         

manoeuvring did anyone any lasting damage. 

As I got out, I saw the figure of a very large         

policeman looming over me. At first, I thought 

from the tears in his eyes that he was upset 

about something. Then I noted from the heav-

ing of the shoulders and the spluttering sounds 

that he was laughing. When Brian got out with 

as much dignity as he could muster, the police-

man was in such a state of hysteria he couldn't 

find the breath to tick him off (give him a tick-

et). 

 

Rego Roulette 

Submitted by Brian Calder 

If you are like me, you are often  juggling     

multiple ACT registrations for cars, caravans, 

and trailers.  If you aren’t using them it can 

make sense to let the registration expire until 

you do want to use the vehicle or trailer.  A full 

car registration runs at about $20 per week, so 

if you aren’t using the car for say just one 

month, you are well ahead of the $10 penalty 

fee for a less than 12 months registration. My 

understanding is that as long as you renew a 

registration within 364 days (less than 12 

months) , then re-registration is just done in the 

normal manner on line.  The problem that I 

have had is keeping track of 6 registrations – 

when they are due, or if they have expired.  I 

have now found that you can do this on-line for 

ACT registrations here:  

https://rego.act.gov.au/regosoawicket/public/

reg/FindRegistrationPage?2    

You just enter the registration number and it 

will show an ‘expired’ or ‘due date.  Seemples.  

Regalia 
 

CLUB CLOTHING 

 

Shirts - Cotton Long Sleeve $32.00 

Shirts-Cotton Short Sleeve $30.00 

Polo Shirts - Men's & Ladies $25.00 

Polo Fleece full zip Jacket - Men's     $35.00 

Micro Fleece full zip Jacket- Ladies   $35.00 

Nylon full zip Spray Jackets-Unlined  $30.00 

 

 

OTHER ITEMS 

 

Club Coffee Mugs 

(Bendigo Pottery)  $12.00 

Club Grille Badges $22.00 

Club Lapel Badges $  6.00 

Car Lapel Badges $10.00 

Club Windscreen Stickers $  2.00 

MG Octagon Car Lapel Badges  $10.00 

MG Key Rings $  7.00 

Sew-on Embroidered MG Logo $  8.00 

 

And  much much more... 

 

Email: regalia@mgcccanberra.org.au 
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Natmeet 2022 

By Mark Horsfield 

 

With Natmeet 2022 being held at Lake Macquarie, Nome and I thought it was close enough for 

us to get away for the Easter weekend and participate in our first one.  We also decided to take 

two cars, Nome’s ‘54 TF and my ‘68 MGB. 

As Nome works, we decided to leave early on Friday morning for the five and a half hour trip, 

stopping at Marulan for breakfast. 

The forecast for the day was positive 

however when we hit the Federal high-

way we were met with thick fog.  Both 

of us had hoods down in anticipation of 

bright sunshine and gentle breezes so 

you can imagine what was going 

through our minds with thick fog.  I was 

more fortunate than Nome as my wind-

screen wipers worked!  That is, until 

the passenger side blade flew off the 

wiper arm, never to be sighted again.  I 

managed to flick the arm out so that it 

did not scratch the windscreen while 

utilising the drivers side wiper. 

                 Departure at the crack of dawn 

Nome on the other hand (and I mean “hand”) literally had to reach over the top of the wind-

screen to wipe the condensation and mistiness off the outside.  And then do the same with the 

inside. 

This lasted all the way to Marulan.   

After a hearty breakfast we re-mounted our steeds and looked forward to a lovely drive devoid 

of fog.  We were lucky.  

An uneventful meander to Sydney we interrupted as we got to about 2km from the end of the 

Northconnex Tunnel, where traffic came 

to a stand still.  Apparently there was a 5 

car collision near Brooklyn.  Anyone who 

knows that road knows how far traffic 

was crawling for.  Nome’s car tempera-

ture remained relatively constant.  The 

same can’t be said for the ‘B’.  Although 

the temp did climb to 212° F, it did not 

reach max. 

 

Sitting in the right hand lane crawling for 

many, many, many Km’s 
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 Once out of congestion it was a very nice drive to Lake Macquarie and registration. 

The carpark of the central venue, Club Macquarie, was a-buzz with MG enthusiasts everywhere.  

Some going through scrutineering, others just looking at vehicles in the carpark, and some talking 

to friends not seen for three years since the last Natmeet. 

This was the first introduction to the fervour that is Natmeet.  People rushing around in the venue 

registering, and chatting, looking a regalia and filling in competition forms or aimlessly wandering 

around.  The aimlessly wandering was Nome and I until we got our bearings ascertained what we 

needed to do. 

After registration, Nome found the photo competition table and pulled out some happy snaps 

she’s taken over the past couple of years.  She entered the Action, Still and Novelty categories 

with a couple of pics in each. 

Later that night at the Nog ‘n’ Natter rocker cover racing was the order of the evening.  Some 

very interesting imaginations were prevalent in a few of the designs.  Finger foods were catered 

and those with food allergies/issues were given a ‘red’ lanyard for their name tag and the caterers 

were very diligent in asking what your particular concern was, and then advising you what could 

or could not be consumed, or provided you with offerings to suit your particular requirement. 

It was during this evening that the  

photographic category winners were 

announced.  In the premier category of 

“Best Action Photo”, our own Nome 

was announced as this years winner 

for her photo of me abusing ‘Juliet’ on 

the motorkhana track.  This months 

cover picture.  The name of the pic is 

“Quick Exit”. 

 

A proud Naomi with her award. 

 

Saturday was the day of the concours 

and what a lovely day it was.  Sun 

shinging brightly, birds singing gayly and Lake Macquarie was resplendent in all it’s beauty.  The 
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location was an outstanding backdrop to showcase such magnificent examples of the marque, 

even though it was a little soggy underfoot in some parts. 

Saturday night was the 1st of the hosted dinners at the Macquarie Club.  We were tabled with 

the Wagga Club.  There were two couples from the Wagga Club, both with MGB’s.  Ron Hillyer 

and his wife Leonie with a 1963 Mk I push button handle example which came second in their 

category in the concours.  The other folks Jim Hutton and his wife Robyn with an MGB LE, who 

came First in their category at the concours.  One of the last examples ever sold being plated 

as a 1981.  It was built in 1981 but sold in 1981, and the plate is applied upon first sale so I 

have been informed.  Being the only entrant at the table not to win a prestigious award, I was 

grateful to sit at a table of winners  ;-) 

We had a great evening with these folks and crossed paths many times over the course of the 

weekend. 

For social entrants the following day was quite poor.  The two choices were the Hill Climb and 

Observation Run.  Both competitive events, which meant you had to have a motorsport licence.  

For those that did not have already have a motorsport licence you could purchase one for the 

day at the modest cost of $35.00. 

Some social entrants asked if we could join the observation run but not compete, to which the 

answer was no. 

Nome and I went and had a quick look at the Hill Climb and then spent the rest of the day visit-

ing friends in the area. 
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The hillclimb track 

Easter Monday was scheduled to hold the Motorkhana and the Kimber Run.  The Kimber run is 

a social event similar to an observation run but non competitive.  We ambled through the strees  

of local towns and country side, which in places was lovely.  Unfortunately for us it was the day 

before the council does it’s annual ‘put your unwanted stuff on the curb and we will pick it up’ 

week, so the burbs looked very unappealing. 

We were going to finish the Kimber Run at the Motorkhana course but unfortunately I under-

went a failure to proceed and had to get the NRMA to assist. 

Monday night was the 2nd hosted dinner where the sporting trophies were distributed.  Again at 

event central which was the Macquarie Club.  We were again seated with the Wagga club 

which made for a very enjoyable evening. 

Tuesday saw the delegates meeting happen but I won’t bore you with details.  Needless to say 

that I found out the 2024 Natmeet is going to be held in Goulburn.  So if you have never been, 

then maybe there is an opportunity to find out what they are like. 

All in all we had a great weekend away, met some great people from the top of Queensland to 

Tasmania, and got a taste of what Natmeets are all about. 
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Before 

 

The Perils of a Motorkhana 

 

After 
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Petrol Contamination 

By Geoff Piddington 

 

After 7 years hibernation and a complete mechanical refurbishment, the TC was ready for the 

road. 

Initially, in the engine department all was good with the engine running and idling well.           

However, after the first test drive the idle was not as anticipated - erratic, hesitant and             

unpredictable.  Over 1500 rpm all was as it should be, below 1500 rpm a dogs breakfast! 

Various carburettor adjustments were made resulting in initial/temporary improvements, but   

after a short test drive, it was back to the unpredictable idle.  Seeking answers, I checked the in

-line Ryco fuel filter noticing a small leak at the outlet.  In itself this leak had not shown up in   

increased fuel pump activity, but I replaced the Ryco supplied filter spring type hose clamps 

with conventional clamps.  In the process, I noted that petrol leaking from the filter outlet had a 

sticky brown honey like appearance which had not been filtered out by the Ryco in-line filter. 

Curiously, with the odd exception, Ryco choose not specify petrol low pressure filter efficiency 

in microns, but other brands rarely go below 30 microns and I suspect the Ryco filter is not     

dissimilar. 

An internal inspection of the fuel tank showed the low lying areas of the tank also had            

concentrations of the brown honey like substance.  Enquiries identified the substance as a gum 

that evolves from degraded ULP, in this case 7 years. 

Carburettor or injector cleaner in a pressure pack form will dissolve this gum, but this is not 

practicable within the constraints of a fuel tank. Unwilling to remove the fuel tank, I resorted to a 

commercial fuel system cleaning additive. Advice from Nulon indicated that Nulon Petrol         

Extreme Clean (PEC) is capable of dissolving the gum concentration. 
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 Utilising the electric fuel pump, I reduced the fuel tank level to approx 10 litres. With a syringe I 

emptied the SU carburettor/s float bowl.  As the SU carburettor has only one large jet it is nor-

mally extremely difficult to block, the exception is the metering needle at its lowest (idle) posi-

tion, at idle, gum can form here causing the cold start mechanism to bind. To clean the jet out 

the dashpot and piston were removed and a carburettor clean pressure pack fitted with an ap-

plicator used to blown back through the jet into the float bowl, from where the dissolved gum 

residue could be removed by hand. 

Nulon PEC was placed in the fuel tank and left for 2 days.  The fuel line was disconnected from 

the carburettor and a hose with a 5 micron in-line carbon filter run to the fuel tank.  The fuel 

pump was used to circulate the fuel for 2 hours and draining of the fuel tank.  The fuel line was 

then reconnected to the re assembled carburettor.  Fresh petrol was added to the fuel tank and 

the carburettor float bowl and the engine started.  With the assistance of a domestic pedestal 

fan positioned before the radiator, the engine fast idle was set at 1200 rpm for 2 hours then a 

further 60 minutes at 800 rpm and tuned. 

The before and after filter photos are attached. 

To date and after 100 km the gum problem appears to be resolved - the engine now idles at 

800 rpm and accelerates smoothly. 

The moral to this story, long term storage and ULP are incompatible - drain the fuel tank! 

Equipment used: 

Nulon Petrol Extreme Clean (PEC). 

3M x 9.5mm/ 3/8" ID hose. 

Qty 2 unions for connecting the hose and filter 

Qty 1 RV Flowmaster T33A 5 micron carbon in line 

filter. Note, this filter the cheapest (eBay) 5 micron 

filter currently available is designed for caravan do-

mestic water filtration, but showed no adverse petrol 

reaction.  As the photo's demonstrate - it works. 
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2023 MG National Meeting 7-11 April 
Bulletin 1B 

 

www.natmeet2023mgcc.com.au/ 

W elcome to fabulous Adelaide and its stunning surrounds for the 2023 MG National Meet-

ing. 

Adelaide’s renowned for the ring of parklands surrounding the City, the wonderful beaches in one 

direction and cool green Mount Lofty Ranges in the other, and of course, the best wine districts in 

Australia just a short and pleasant MG-ride away! 

Whatever you like doing (when you’re not in your MG), you’ll find it in Adelaide, in abundance. 

And it’s not just the food and wine that’s mouth-watering.  

The Easter National Meeting Program is already filling out with great events like these: 

 

Friday April 7 

• Registration and scrutineering – Kauri Community and Sports Centre, Seacliff 

• Noggin’n’Natter (including Rocker Cover Racing) – Festival Function Centre, Findon  

 

Saturday April 8 

• Concours – Wigley Reserve in beautiful Glenelg. The Concours is always a highlight of a   

National Meeting and everyone who brings an MG to Adelaide will be encouraged to display 

their car.   

• Theme party – Stamford Grand, arguably Glenelg’s top venue overlooking the State’s best-

known beach. 

 

Sunday April 9 

• Motorkhana – The Bend Motorsport Park, Tailem Bend. SA’s newest and arguably best  

motor sport venue with full facilities including on-site accommodation. 

• Kimber Run – Southern Adelaide Hills Wine Region with lunch at the Hahndorf Oval in the 

heart of one of SA’s most loved tourist precincts. 
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 Monday April 10 

• Super Sprint – The Bend Motorsport Park, 

Tailem Bend.  

• Observation run & Social Run – Northern       

Adelaide Hills Wine Region 

• Presentation dinner – Festival Function Centre, 

Findon 

 

Tuesday April 11 

• Farewell breakfast – return to the Stamford Grand at Glenelg to catch up once more before 

heading home or spending a few more days exploring what SA has to offer. 

• Delegates’ conference – Glenelg North Community Centre. 

 

Adelaide, the Hills and the Glenelg area have many different types of accommodation available 

to meet everyone's budget, and we encourage you to make bookings directly with your choice of 

venue.  

 

You can find local accommodation here: http://www.glenelgsa.com.au/  

 

While there are many options, we know that Glenelg is always popular during National Meets in 

Adelaide. 

It’s easy to get from Adelaide to Glenelg by tram and it has much to offer when you arrive. There 

is plenty to keep the whole family amused such as fishing charters, sailing, beach volleyball and 

activities, walking trails, bike hire, the famous Dolphin swim or watch or even a twilight cruise, re-

serves, playgrounds, BBQ areas, lots of history and an amusement centre.  

 

Expressions of interest and enquiries to: 

 

Tim Edmonds, President, Chairman2023natmeet@adam.com.au 

Chris Bray, Registration, Registrar2023natmeet@adam.com.au 

Sandra Cardnell, Secretary2023natmeet@adam.com.au  

 

See you in Adelaide next Easter!! 

 

Tim Edmonds 

President, 

MG Car Club of SA 
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Special Offer to  

MG Car Club Members 

 

 
 

A Premium Clean and Service of 

your reverse cycle                         

Air Conditioning system-            

Usually $159.00 

 

For MG Club Members $109.00 

 

Call Joe McGrail-Bateup (1966 MGB) 

0488 929 920 
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Next time bum a ride! 

By Rob Chillman 

 

J ust because your little car might not be up to, 

or ready for a club run! 

Be like me and bum a ride, that’s what I did last 

Sunday down to the Cooma Motor Museum 

(which was brilliant also). 

Before heading off on the much anticipated run 

to the Cooma Motor Museum, I thought I’d    

better check the water in my little B (didn’t get 

to the oil), after putting more than 3 litters into 

the radiator, I thought I’d not take the B and  

instead take Pammy’s little golf convertible. 

Upon arriving in her car, I thought better of   

taking her German car to an English car run, 

and decided to see if I could score a ride in one 

of the other cars. 

Ewan very kindly allowed me to join him on the 

drive down in his lovely little YT, I then shared 

myself around and scored a ride back with    

Kerry (my first time in a Healey). 

This changed what was going to be a boring 

run to Cooma in a modern car (travelled that 

road hundreds of times), into a sensational    

experience, that got me to be driven in two     

different cars and a chance to chat and get to 

better know Ewan & Kerry. 

If I’d belted down the highway in Pammy’s car in 

my normal style, I would have missed out on 

stopping to allow Ewan to try and assist a very 

sad Geoff P, whose car had most definitely 

stopped moving quietly in a forward direction, as 

well as missing taking in the scenery at a        

respectable 90-100km/h (new side panels in-

stalled) views on the way down, and then the 

wonderful muffler tones of Kerry’s lovely Healy 

on the way home, and another stop to see how 

Geoff was faring. 

Kerry then kindly dropped me back to the Kam-

bah Woollies carpark where I got in the modem 

nice but not exciting car and drove home. 

So next time your car isn’t ready to attend a club run, see who you can bum a ride with  
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MG Car Club Sydney 

Opposite Lock 

(Current Issue and past issue archive) 

 

MG Car Club Tasmania 

MG Motoring News 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

MG Car Club Newcastle 

Clubtorque 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

MG Car Club Hunter Region 

On the Marque 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

MG Car Club Gold Coast 

The Time Machine 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

MG Car Club Western Australia 

The Octagon 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

MG Car Club South Australia 

MG Motoring 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aukland MG Car Club - March / April 

 

 

 

Other Club Magazines  
can be found by clicking the following 

links and images 

April 2022 

MGCC T Register April 2022 Newsletter 
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Want to service your MG? 
Got a rattle that is hard to find? 

 

O ur Club has a well-equipped under-cover service centre with four post hoist, 
engine hoist and all the basic big-tools to enable you to do repairs, service 

and/or clean your car in a secure area, 24/7. 

 
Simply contact Club members Nigel French on 6163 5551 or 0413 646321, or Lau-
rie Gardiner (Club equipment custodian) on 62934191 or 0418488931 to arrange a 
time to do the work or just to have a look.  

 
 
 
The workshop is located at: 
Budget Storage,  
25 Yallourn St  
Fyshwick. 
 
Map 
 
 
 

 

The Service Centre and use of Club tools is free to Club members. 
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Video’s 

MG Owners Club Promotional Video 

MG TD Barn find wash and reveal 
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“Chrome Bumper and 3 wipers,  

They do exist 

 

I  had always thought the rubber nose MGB was the only one to come out with three wind-

screen wipers. 

This promotional pamphlet from the 70’s proves otherwise and shows an MGB MkII with the 

North American configuration.  -Ed, 

 

 

 

We live and learn! 

 

Provided by John Cooper. 
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Club Calendar 
 

CLUB EVENTS 

Click here for Club Calendar 
 

Every Tuesday at 10:00am there is a morning tea at the Train station in Weston Park.  Turn up 

and buy your tea or coffee there 

Every Tuesday at 12:30pm there is a lunch time natter at the second picnic area on the right in 

Weston park.  Just turn up but bring your lunch, and converse with 

other automotive enthusiasts. 

Every Sunday from 9:00am there is a club breakfast at the café at the National Museum of        

Australia.  Just turn up no bookings required .  Experience indicates 

being there right on 9:00am as the café fills up very quickly.  Free 

parking 

 

May 

 

Sunday 15th  -  Monthly Run  -  Goulburn Belmore Park Picnic 

Saturday 21  -  Wheels at Wamboin - Wamboin Community Centre 

Sunday 22  -  Motorkhana - TISC on Sutton Road - Volunteers needed. 

 

June 

Wednesday 1st   -  Mid Week Meander  -  Cotter Dam Picnic Ground 

Saturday 4th  -  Ladies Lunch - Mark those calendars Ladies!!! 

Sunday 19th  -  Battle of Waterloo & Club Display Day & Concours, Spanish Club Narrabundah 

 

 

 

 

More details can be found on the Calendar on the club website 

Click here 

https://mgcccanberra.org.au/test/?page_id=134 
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Club Calendar 
 

FORECAST 

 

Click here for Club Calendar 

 
Mid Week Meanders to be held on First Wednesday of each month 

Monthly Runs are organised so as not to clash with other club events.  Refer to the club         

calendar for dates and details. 

 

Gathering of the Faithful in Wagga - 9 - 11 September 2022  Contact:  Mark Horsfield 

 

Other Potential Runs 

Orroral Valley Picnic Area 

Big Hole via Braidwood 

Goulburn Brewery when it reopens 

Terry Pulford Garage Run, once safe 

 

 

Weekend Away Ideas 

 

AWA Brigadoon and Bowral Weekend? 

Mudgee/Gulgong? 

 

The above proposals will be planned unless members email the Social Coordinator with 

other appealing suggestions 

social@mgcccanberra.org.au  

 

OTHER EVENTS 

 

Note: “CLUB EVENT” signifies that an MG club representative will be in attend-
ance, regardless of who is organizing. Such events meet the requirements for 
concessional registration. 

 

Events listed in “OTHER EVENTS” or in the Sporting Report also meet the re-
quirements for CRS participation although a formal MG club representative may 
not be attending. 
 

More details can be found on the Calendar on the club website 

Click here 

https://mgcccanberra.org.au/test/?page_id=134 
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I n putting together the motorkhana program each calendar 

year it generally turns out that there is one event in each of 

the four seasons – summer, autumn, winter and spring.  Well, it 

is now autumn’s turn. Just sneaks in!!  Not one that I particularly 

relish at this time of year as much as say, spring, because the 

weather is usually getting very cold - it certainly is this year - with the lock to the TISC facility at 

Sutton Road generally frozen and difficult to open with the key and frost covering the ground at 

7am when I open up.  That is if one can actually see through the fog! 

Sunday, 21 May, only a week or so away, is the date for the third motorkhana in 2022.  The mo-

torkhana will of course be held at our usual location, which is the Vehicle Manoeuvring Area or 

VMA for short, at the Transport Industries Skills Centre, 441 Sutton Rd, Majura ACT. 

Happy motorkhana competitors! 

 

 

 

SPORTING REPORT 
                                       May 2022 

By Kent Brown 

Motorsport Coordinator 
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Invitations to compete have been sent to over 247 potential competitors in my master database 

which records those who have entered a motorkhana previously.  We hope for a good turn-out 

although as I pen this report, we are a bit light on.   A check of various weather prediction sites on 

the internet suggests we could have a quintessential autumn day with a temperature range of 1
0
 

to about 12
0
 and (weak) sun.  But then again you cannot believe anything you read in these days 

of fake news, alternate facts, politicians promises and the BOM forecasts! 

Stalwart – Graham Gittins hard at work on the “recording books” 

 

Officials?  We need about a dozen to best cater for the assembled gang – I am not sure of the 

collective noun for a gathering of motorkhana competitors - and to look after all the jobs that need 

doing so if you can assist us on the day, it would be greatly appreciated.  Please let either Chris 

Hillman or I know of your availability. 

And for all that arduous work on the day you are rewarded with a nice “thank you” from the Sec-

retary of the Meeting (yours truly) and of course at no cost to you partake of those delectable de-

lights provided so courteously by the Ngunnawal Girl Guides under the oversight of Virginia. 
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Ah – lunch! 

Why don’t you come out and help, or just watch if you would like to see how the whole activity 

works, call in and say “hi” or, even better, compete. It is not that difficult; you measure yourself 

against yourself and have a lot of fun.  Don’t forget that first-timers, driving an MG receive free 

entry.  But of course, you will have to lash out a bit of the folding to secure a Motorsport Australia 

licence.  Just skip a few cappuccinos or English Breakfast cups of tea. 

 

Historic Motor Racing 

         

 

If you have a penchant for flitting off to the UK at short notice, or maybe you already have plans 

in place for a visit in July, here’s one activity you will not want to miss.  And thanks to Mick O’Bri-

en, our member in Goulburn, for bringing this one to my notice.  Almost makes you want to buy 

an airline ticket. There’s still time! 
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Abingdon Works Motorsport Celebration promotion poster 

 

At the BMC & Leyland Show, there will be a special Abingdon Works Motorsport Celebration 

(AWMC) display of ex-works, period and competition Minis and works replicas as well as a mara-

thon cars display. You will see the 1964 Spa-Sofia-Liege Austin Healey 3000 and 1962 Morris 

Mini Cooper (driven by Rauno Aaltonen and Tony Ambrose) among the fabulous collection of 

Landcrabs, Triumphs and non-BMC works rally cars. Displays are organised by the Mini Cooper 

Register and the Historic Marathon Rally Group. 
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 Locally, interesting upcoming events worth consideration and recommended for a visit include: 

• Historic Winton at Benalla, 28/29 May 2022, is conducted by the Austin 7 Club with assis-

tance from the Historic Motorcycle Racing Association of Victoria.  Enjoy a weekend of non-

stop racing featuring over 400 historic racing cars (usually a good range of MG Pre-War 

cars from Melbourne) and motorbikes from the 1920s to the 1980s as well as a huge array 

of veteran, vintage, rare and unusual vehicles on display. 

 

45
th

 Historic Winton poster 
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• The HSRCA Sydney Classic, which evolved out the Muscle Car Masters and then the Syd-

ney Master Blast @SMSP race meetings, is to be held over the Queen’s Birthday long 

weekend 10 -12 June 2022.   

Sydney Classic poster 

 

It will feature a large grid of Group S, Production Sports Cars, including Brian Weston (MG Midg-

et) and myself (MGB).  Also on the program is a series of events for MG Racing who are making 

the trip from Victoria.  It should also include and “Enduro” event for Group S of 22 laps (or nearly 

100km) with a pit stop included.  Exciting stuff! 
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• Winton Festival of Speed (WFOS) presented by the Victorian Historic Racing Register 

(VHRR) – 6/7 August 2022.  Brian Weston ad I haver both entered.  Why don’t you take a 

short holiday to Benall and ome and join us?  

 

 

Over 500 cars racing and on show over 2 days, featuring the Just Cars 50kms Historic Touring 

Car race. Classic Sports Car races, Super Sprints for Group C & A and Tribute Cars, plus Historic 

Sports Sedans. Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the HQ Holden and 50 years of the Marque 

Sports Car Associate of Victoria (MSCA).  Private practice Friday, racing over Saturday and Sun-

day. 

Events on track include: 

• HQ Racing 

• Groups M, O Sports and Racing 

• Group N 

• Groups S (to include a 16-lap event on Sunday) 

• Formula Ford 

• Regularity 

• C&A/Tribute Cars Super Sprint 

• Historic Sports Sedans Super Sprint 

• Groups P, Q & R Sports and Racing 

• Groups J, K, Lb & Formula Vee 

• Marque Sports Cars Super Sprint 

• Shannons Show and Shine Parade 
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MG CENTRE OF SYDNEY 
 

 

 

RV8 CARS AUSTRALIA P/L 
 

 

MG RV8 SERVICE & PARTS 

 

 

ALL YOUR MG PARTS & SERVICE NEEDS 

IN ONE EASY TO FIND LOCATION 

 

Ring Stuart or Sally Ratcliff MG Car Club NSW Life Member 

 

26/20 Tucks Road, Seven Hills, Sydney 

PH (02) 9838 9732 

Service 

Tuning 

Clutch 

Suspension 

Cooling 

Engine &Gearbox 

Parts 

Interior 

Body 

Mechanical 

Accessories 

Anything MG 
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  SDMA Hillclimb 

 

 

 

The Southern District Motorsports Association always extends a very warm welcome to their hill-

climb events.  The next event, early next month, will be on Sunday 5
th
 June and it will a special 2-

lap event.  Spectator entry is FREE and on competition days you will see cars on track from 

around 9am - 3pm.  There is spectator seating and food available as well as washroom facilities.   

Why don’t you consider going along and checking out some local motorsport?  Entry off Sutton 

Road, next to the Driver Training Centre. 

 

   Golden Era of Auto Racing (GEAR) 

 

 

 

I always like to give a plug to GEAR, the Golden Era of Auto Racing Club.     

GEAR celebrates an era of amateur Australian motor sport that many of us remember I am sure, 

but which ended in the early 1960s. This period was noted for its wide variety of cars, ranging 

from famous imported makes, locally made specials, particularly MGs, and modified production 

cars all of which were raced and prepared in the golden era by famous or colourful characters. 

 

 GEAR meets at Wakefield Park seven times each year when drivers evoke a bygone era with 

surprising speed, skill and respect for other competitors and their wonderful “racing” cars. 

 

From “our” club members such as John Harriott, Ian Reid, Peter Gentry, Robin McIver, Malcolm 

Robertson, and myself enter when we can so why not take a day out and join us at the circuit. 

 

The next meeting for 2022 is on Wednesday, the 8 June 2022.  Well worth a visit at Wakefield 

Park, a relatively short drive away.  Entry for spectators is FREE.  

 

And what could be a better way to finish this report than with this gem from the past in the USA 

where MG racing continues to flourish.  The year is 1963, essentially only one year after the 

launch of the MGB, and the circuit – Laguna Seca, Monterey, California.  If you look closely the 

“B” still has its wire wheels with eared knock-ons.  And the tyres look mighty narrow to me! 
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Laguna Seca [GT] 1963 - Race Results – Racing sports Cars 

 

 

Until June’s Sporting Report – 
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Gathering of the Faithful 

Wagga 2022 

G OF has been announced by the Wagga Club and is going ahead for 2022.  The Canberra 

Club has usually has a very good attendance at this event so why should this year be any 

different.   

We have a number of rooms booked at our usual venue of the Charles Sturt Motel so don’t be 

shy in coming forward if you think you might like to participate.   

Contact Mark at editor@mgcccanberra.org.au to put your name down 

The following is from the GOF Organisers 

GOF Webpage  -  MG Car Club of Wagga Wagga - Gof 2022 (mgccwagga.org.au)  

https://mgccwagga.org.au/gof-2022/ 

 

Registration Form  -  gof-registration-2022_form.pdf (mgccwagga.org.au)  

https://mgccwagga.org.au/files/mgccww583383653223/document-library/gof-registration-

2022_form.pdf 

MG Car Club Wagga Website  -  MG Car Club of Wagga Wagga - Home (mgccwagga.org.au)  

https://mgccwagga.org.au/ 
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 Council of ACT Motor Clubs Inc.     

PO Box 505 Woden ACT 2606  

web: https://CACTMC.org.au  

email: info@CACTMC.org.au  

 

Council Communique 

June 2022 
 

 

Affiliation Fees due 30 June 2022 

The annual Council of ACT Motor Clubs affiliation fees are due before 30 June.  

Council affiliated clubs with members with CRS registered vehicles will be deemed to be unregis-
tered and their vehicles should not be used on public roads until the payment is received by the 
Council.  

Check the Council website at: htpps://CACTMC.org.au for the desired method of making pay-
ments and completing the required paperwork.  

 

Wheels 2023 date claimed 

February 19 is the date for the Council’s annual charity vehicle display day at the Queanbeyan 
Showground.  

 

60 Day usage update 

The 60day usage for CRS vehicles is on schedule for introduction towards the end of 2022.  
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Submitted by Geoff Nikols - from the Jaguar Club December issue of the Cats Whiskers 

Extract from the NRMA Open Road magazine 
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THE CENTENARY OF MG CARS 

I n 1923 Cecil Kimber, the Founder of MG Cars, designed, built, advertised and sold his first 

MG sports cars. He called them the ‘MG Super Sports Morris’, with sporting coachwork by 

Charles Raworth. The first fully documented sale was to Oliver Arkell, of the Arkell Brewing dyn-

asty, in August 1923. Under Kimber the company grew quickly to produce a plethora of sporting 

models, until he resigned from the Abingdon Company in November 1941. Kimber was tragically 

killed in a train crash in 1945, he did not live to see his legacy of hundreds of thousands of Brit-

ain’s favourite sports cars produced. Car production ceased at Abingdon, the spiritual home of 

MG, in 1980, then continued at Longbridge until 2011, and continues to this day in China. 

To celebrate the Centenary of MG cars, the MG Owners’ Club, the Early MG Society, the MG 

Octagon Car Club, the MG ‘T’ Society and the MG Car Club have joined forces to organise an 

‘MG Centenary’ event on Saturday 27
th
 May 2023. The celebration will be held at the British Mo-

tor Museum at Gaydon, with a full range of attractions to be held during the day, culminating with 

an optional Centenary dinner in the early evening in the Sky Suite at the Museum. Full details of 

the program of events to be held at Gaydon will be released at a later date. 
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Pre-war  

Malcolm Robertson 0408 627 685 

Brian Oxley  (02) 6281 2351 

 

T Series 

Brian Oxley  (02) 6281 2351 

Peter Dechaineux    (02) 6281 5917 

Kent Brown (02) 6255 4943 

 

Y Series 

Mike Stearn   0418 241 820 

 

MGA 

Mike Stearn   0418 241 820 

 

MGB  

Kent Brown (02) 6255 4943 

 

MGC Roadster  and GT 

Mick O’Brien 0422 536 953 

 

MG RV8 

Simon Braun 0439 607 856 

 

MG Z Magnette 

Vacant   

 

Midget/Sprite 

John Harriott  (02) 6292 8420 

Ian Reid (02) 6231 8959 

 

Modern MGs 

Malcolm Robertson 0408 627 685 

Restoration 

Brian Oxley  (02) 6281 2351 

Mike Stearn   (02) 6291 6030 

Malcolm Robertson   0408 627 685 

 

 

Club Trailer 

Laurie Gardiner  (02) 6293 4191  

 

Club Servicing Facility & Tools 

Laurie Gardiner  (02) 6293 4191 

 

Concessional Registration 

Greg Whitfield 0498 107 658 

Kerry McDonald 0422 134 288 

 
 

Help Line 

Club Service Centre:  Our Club has a 
well equipped under-cover service cen-
tre at Budget Storage, 25 Yallourn St 
Fyshwick.  It has all the basic big-tools 
to enable you to do repairs, service and/
or clean your car in a secure area, 24/7.  
Simply contact Club member Nigel 
French (who owns Budget Storage) on 
the number above or 0413 646 321 to 
arrange a time to do the work or just to 
have a look.  The Service Centre and 
use of club tools is free to Club Mem-
bers. 
 
Visit Website 
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Marquet 

FOR SALE 

She is burgundy , not the usual colour but its a factory colour,  I have been the only person main-

taining her and she is running like a dream.  

It has a damaged bonnet which I am planning to replace for the new owner. 

The paint is not in great condition, no rust but its cracking in various places. I have a 4 litre tin of 

the same paint and had planned to re-spray her.  Exhaust is steel from headers back. 

Things I have carried out on her :  

new suspension at rear, not the original ,the modern shocks replacements, removed original fan 

replaced with thermal , new alternator, replace a lot of wiring, new head so it runs on unleaded , 

fitted eletronic distributor, fitted airhorns , fitted bluetooth /hands free stereo, I have a new wind-

screen with seal kit , original hard top , original soft top , also torneo , fitted halogen bulbs to 

headlights , new grill , I have an original workshop manual , I can supply the old head, not 

warped, one spare rim and a second spare tyre ,spare tyre is also in the car. 

 

 

 

 

$8,000 ono 

Contact Alex  alexallchurch@hotmail.com  

Australia's only dedicated MG and British Classic 

Car classifieds web site.  

Developed by an MG enthusiast  

for all MG Classic Car enthusiasts & owners. 

https://bccbss.com.au/ 
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 1954 MG TF 

 

Chassis No:  TF 3963 

Engine No:  XPEG 2660  

Eng Capacity:  1500cc 

Gear Box :  Ford Type 9 All Synchromesh 

Differential:  3.7:1 

CVS REG:  05225E (Expiry 25AUG22) 

This vehicle was purchased by the current owner in February 1971.   The mechanical condition 

of the car is very good.  The hood and tonneau are operational and in fair condition.   The body 

and mudguards are all metal.   The paint work is in fair condition. 

For the last 11 years the car has been maintained by “CLASSIC CAR Repair Centre”.    

The vehicle is currently insured with SHANNONS; Policy Number SCM014120559.   

 Vehicle Specifications: 

• XPEG 1500cc engine (the cylinder head is fitted with hardened valve seats); 

• Ford Type 9 All Synchromesh gearbox: 

• The original Diff housing is fitted with a 3.7:1 CWP giving a cruising speed in fourth gear of 

80kph at 2,500 RPM and100kph at 3,000 RPM; 

• Stainless steel liner in the Master cylinder; 

• Negative earth Dynator; 

• Electronic Ignition and LED headlights; 

•  Dual electric fuel pumps with a change over 

switch; 

• USB electrical supply in both glove boxes, for GPS 

and phone chargers; 

• Key start ignition switch; and 

• Seat Belts 

The car was displayed at the MGCC National Easter Meeting at Ulverstone Tasmania in 2018; 

self driving to Melbourne and catching the ferry to Devonport, a tour of the East Coast and return 

to Sydney.  It is a good highway cruising vehicle.  The car disembarked at Port Melbourne at 

07:00AM and arrived at Concord at 18:30PM. 

Location:  Breakfast Point, Sydney.   

Price:  $44,000.00 

Contact: Stewart McAlister 

bsmcalister@bigpond.com; 0419 214 585 
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 2002 MG TF 

 

I am the proud custodian of "Beryl", a 

2002 MG TF 135 roadster. 

As I am in the process of purchasing an 

older car, and can only drive one car at a 

time, the time has come for Beryl and I to 

part ways. 

At one stage undriveable, Beryl has, at 

the time of writing, under 28,000 km on the clock. Beryl has been meticulously mechanically re-

stored to the 2005 TF specification and upgraded to include the Brown and Gammons low cool-

ant alarm. 

Beryl has the original alloy wheels and excellent patina, inside in Titanium with leather seats and 

outside in Anthracite, a deep, deep blue. Beryl also has a near-new (2 years old) hood, in the 

original black cloth. 

Beryl has always lived outside but is cosseted. She responds well to this treatment, as she is my 

daily driver. 

I have of course Beryl's full two owner history, which includes full logs and receipts as well as a 

narrative of Beryl's life story and plenty of photos, two of which are attached. 

I am asking $20,500 for the sale of Beryl. 

Contact   Matt Walsh  0421 311 521 
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 For Sale  -  1960 MGA 1600 Roadster 

 

Fully restored in the 1980s by Doug Bradhurst in Victoria.  Minor modifications to set the car up 

for club racing but little used since restoration and still in concours condition.  Diary with photos 

of the restoration available. Purchased by club member the late Paul Harrison in 2019 and 

brought to Canberra.  Offered for sale by Paul’s widow Laureen.  On historic registration (non-

transferrable) and can be inspected in Calwell.  More photos available.  POA but negotiable. Ini-

tial enquires to Malcolm Robertson 0408 627 685  or musgrovemedia@netspeed.com.au  
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 2008 smart fortwo coupe 5 speed Seq. 62kw, turbo manual with soft touch auto.  Engine 3 

cylinder petrol aspirated 1.0 litre. Model C451.  

 

2 door passenger seat coupe plus rear door to the boot and adjustable interior roof sun blind. I 

purchased the car new from Mercedes Benz in Canberra on 23 October 2008. Build date July 

2008, Compliance date September 2008.  It was built in France and I chose the yellow body col-

our with black trim. 

 Current mileage is 48,934 km. The car has been driven locally in the Tuross Head - Moruya area 

and has always been used as the second car.  My current primary vehicle is a NissanX-Trail.  

The car has been parked under cover in the garage since new.   

NSW registration expires 20 October 2022; roadworthy safety certificate is current. 

I would be looking for $9,000 as my sale price which is competitive with the range of 2008 Smart-

fortwo cars advertised currently on carsales.com. 

 

Contact Graham Gittins for details 

gittins@iinet.net.au 

 


