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W elcome all to 2022, it’s going to be a sensational year, for Safety Fast! 

You will be pleased to know that your committee, as alluded to in the        

December’s issue, has not just been swanning around over the Christmas New 

Year break. 

We met in early January to discuss the          

activities, with a primary area of focus be-

ing, how we communicate with you and 

the public.  I believe COVID has forced all 

of us to adopt technology like I don’t think 

any of us could have imagined.  The 

Committee wants to harness this new   

advancement in technology (and new-

found member familiarity with it) and are 

looking at how, as a club, we                

communicate with you (and possibly each 

other). Your committee is putting the fin-

ishing touches on a Request For Tenderer 

(RFT) that will be issued to a number of web developers for upgrading the club             

communication platform. 

CALL TO THE MEMBERSHIP, if any member has web development or suitable IT 

skills that could assist the Committee in sourcing and evaluating suitable web       

developers then please contact any of us within the committee. 

It was a bummer that the First event of the year Café Injoy had to be cancelled, but 

great that some of the membership was able to take part in the Australia Day Picnic 

at Weston Park. 

We are back to monthly meetings and I look forward to seeing those that can make 

it at our first meeting of 2022 on Thursday 10 February. 

 

Rob (Chilly         ) Chilman  

President Rob’s Rant 
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H ear we are in 2022.  Who would have thought two years ago we would still be in 

the grip of a global pandemic two years later. 

This issue is a significant one in that it is the 100th magazine I have produced for the 

club (I didn’t count December 2021 because it was a short notice and thrown together 

affair). 

With the new year comes new aspirations, new goals and new ways of thinking. 

  One of the first things the new committee has taken in hand is what will the future 

club communications architecture look like. 

A small, but not insignificant part of that is the club journal, which at this current point 

in time is Tappet Chatter. 

Should it remain in it’s current form or transform with a view to the future? 

Should it be like it was when it was first published in the 1970’s or should it evolve into 

something more akin to todays lifestyle and technology? 

What content should it have, what are your information needs? 

How often would you like to get it. 

These are the types of questions we need to ask ourselves as we move forward and 

then take the time to inform the committee of the answers you come up with. 

I have always said that I am open to “suggestions, idea’s and feedback, positive or 

negative”, and I still follow that mantra.  Talking to people, in the negative, and saying 

“it’s not like it used to be”, or “it is a front and back cover with a YouTube link in         

between” serves no purpose unless it is directed at those who can effect the change. 

So please, think about what you want in a journal and let the committee (and the edi-

tor) know.  If you are a member of another club and they have a magazine more like 

what you want, send it in and say what it is you like about it.  Anything can be suggest-

ed no matter how ‘out there’ you think it might be. 

The only thing your silence changes is your angst. 

 

As always, an suggestions, idea’s or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me at 

editor@mgcccanberra.org.au 

 

Mark Horsfield 

Editorial 
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Torque 

Natmeet 2023 

 

Tim Edmonds, President of the MG Car 

Club of SA Inc, has advised that the SA 

club will conduct the 2023 National 

Meeting. 

Preparations are underway and initially 

we are planning to hold the sprint and 

motorkhana at The Bend. 

Other events, observation run etc, will 

be in the vicinity of the Adelaide Hills. 

The party night and presentation dinner 

will be held in and around the Glenelg 

area. 

Lock in April 7 - 11, 2023 for the          

Adelaide Event 

 

Expressions of Interest for           

Great Ocean Road Tour 

 

Expressions of interest are sought from 

members to ascertain the viability of   

organising a tour of (primarily) the 

Great Ocean Road, possibly  including 

some of the Victorian wine country, 

some of the Murry region etc. 

The tour is expected to be in the      

February / March period of 2023 and is 

envisaged to run for approx. 2 weeks 

(give or take) 

If you wish to express interest please 

send an email to 

editor@mgcccanberra.org.au 

 

Gear Knobs for the Marques 

 

Good Morning 

During lock down last year, I noticed 

many of the leather original gear knobs 

were starting to show signs of age and 

needed protecting or replacing. 

New leather ones are made from unob-

tanium, so I started making Australian 

Hardwood replacements. 

As a result, I have sent some to NZ, 

Perth, Many in Sydney and an enquiry 

from England. 

I have attached some images and in-

MG Car Club Canbe rra on the We b  

 Website :  (http://mgcccanberra.org.au) 

View our website for information on upcoming events, past events and Gallery's 

 Face book Social Page :  (https://www.facebook.com/groups/MGCCCSocial) See what 

other club members are doing, interesting articles from around the web, or, just catching up or 

chatting. 

Please send contribution for the March 2022 issue of Tappet Chatter to the                                      

Editor by Friday 25 February 2022 
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 formation regarding either the gear pat-

tern or the MG logo. The later gear pat-

tern I have had made in Australia to 

match the original factor    enamel ones. 

Colour matching is possible at an extra 

cost, but can’t guarantee exact match. 

Regards 

Ross Freeman 

0412239118 

 

Australian Timber Gear knobs 

to suit your driving experience 
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Unique Road Signs in the NT 

 

Provided by Geoff Nickols 
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T he following message was sent out by the NATMEET 2022 organising committee on    

Monday 24 January, which outlines everything you need to do from their perspective to 

register and participate. 

If you are going to NATMEET 2022 or considering going, please contact the Canberra MG Club 

NATMEET  Co-ordinator at natmeet@mgcccanberra.org.au .   

Nothing yet has been organised from our club view point, however we can make a club booking 

for accommodation and make arrangements for the trip to and from Lakes Entrance if desired.   

There is a lot going on around that time in Lake Macquarie and lodgings are becoming scarce. 

Early advice for accommodation is preferred, we can cancel prior if you for some reason you are 

subsequently unable to attend. 

 

Registration for the 2022 MG National Meeting is now open. 

All forms are available on the Nat Meet page through this link: 

 

2022 MG National Meeting webpage 

 

The Registration form, Registration Explanation sheet and the Supple-

mentary Regulations can be found on the NATMEET 2022 webpage. Please note the address to 

email your Registration is not contained on the registration form but is on the Explanation form. 

Forms should be returned to:           Registrar.mgnatmeet2022@gmail.com  

You will receive an automated reply indicating that your entry has been received. 

The other forms mentioned on the Explanation form such as Motorsport Australia Disclaimer, Self 

checklist Speed and self statement of vehicle compliance are contained on the website. 

Some other tips: 

The Registration form starts with “Competitor” details. 

• If you are completing the form as a couple of social entrants then please select one to be 

the main entrant in the first competitor section even though no competition events will be 

checked on the form. We will work it out. 

• If you intend to enter a car in the Concours then you are a competitor and not a social en-

trant. 

• If you do not currently have a MA Competition licence but wish to enter the Observation 

Run, there will be a Special Event licence available to purchase on Good Friday when you 

attend Registration.  

 

Regards 

Fran Hodgson 

2022 MG Nat Meet Organising Committee Secretary 

NATMEET 2022 

Lake Macquarie NSW 
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I an owns a Trophy Yellow Sprite MkIII and 

shares another red MkIII track car with John 

Harriott. The red MkIII track car consolidates a 

friendship of almost thirty years and a mutual 

appreciation of Austin Healey Sprites dating 

back to the 1960s.  

Ian moved to Canberra from Melbourne in 

1960 as part of the public service migration 

plan to populate Canberra and bought his first 

Sprite from Larke Hoskins on 19 May 1961. 

Striping the bumpers off and painting a white 

GT stripe through the centre of the Mineral 

Blue body provided Ian with a stylish daily 

commute and a weekend motorsport option 

with plenty of Canberra round abouts for mid 

week practice! 

Joining the Canberra Sporting Car Club Ian 

was a regular at the Lakeview Hillclimb and the 

Canberra Times of 31 July 1962 records his 

second place in class behind another Sprite 

driven by Mr N. Wiesse. Fastest car on the day 

was Mr A. Sedaitis in a Morgan and “racing 

driver Ron Marshall from Yass, gave a  

demonstration run in his Cooper Climax 

1500cc racing car”. The remains of the        

Lakeview Hillclimb are still evident west of 

Bungendore on a by passed section of the 

Kings Highway. 

Ian's original Sprite at Lakeview Hillclimb NSW 

1963 

 

The release of the MGB in 1963 prompted Ian 

to trade his Sprite in on ‘a hairdresser’s car’ 

and although he enjoyed the ‘B his heart was 

in Sprites. Family commitments and work 

meant a change in priorities for Ian during the 

1970s-80s although he managed to collect a 

back shed load of Sprite bits just in case, he 

had a future opportunity to enjoy the marque. 

A chance meeting with John Harriott who had 

his green Mk3 at an MGCC display day in 

1993 rekindled Ian’s passion for Sprites and he 

soon purchased a yellow Mk3 which through 

removal of the bumpers and installation of 

some performance bits and a roll bar from his 

back shed, reintroduced Ian to the fun of club 

level motorsport. 

Matthew Harriott and Ian Reid - Oran Park 1996 

After a rebuild of the yellow Sprite (including 

conversion to a fast road spec’ 1275),           

affectionately referred to as ‘Aurora’; in 2000 

Ian retired from a career in public service and 

with some time on his hands he and John 

spent almost 10 years transferring a portion of 

Ian’s ‘Aladdin’s Cave’ of parts in his little back 

shed on to a red Mk3 body that they acquired 

‘real cheap’.  

 

Long Term MGCC Canberra Member -    

Ian Reid 

By John Harriott 
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 Ian replacing some air 

gaps with metal… 

 

During the race car 

build Ian was an active 

CAMS official at many 

NSW Historic Sports 

and Racing Car        

Assoc meetings where 

he officiated on the 

dummy grid. He is also 

a long-term member of 

the MGCC Canberra 

and Sprite Club of     

Australia.  Once com-

pleted in 2011 the red 

Sprite provided Ian and 

John with another    

opportunity to get back 

into club level motorsport. The proximity of 

Wakefield Park and the chance to participate 

with a great group of friends at GEAR, is a 

timely motivation for Ian (now in his 80s) to 

keep tinkering in his shed in the pursuit of    

engineering contentment and  reduced lap 

times.  

When not working on, thinking about or driving 

Sprites Ian shares an enjoyable hobby of build-

ing miniature houses and dioramas with his 

wife Anne. A number of those dioramas feature 

model MGs and Sprites. 

David (Ian) and Goliath (Patrick) 

 

 

 

Ian Reid in his natural habitat... 
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Australia Day Picnic 
By Peter Dalton - Social Planner 

 

S ome 30 club members gathered for a picnic lunch in a little known, secluded, well grassed 

corner of Weston Park. Access was complicated due to a shut gate and some fallen     

branches blocking the narrow access road. We quickly overcame these minor challenges and 

settled into our cool shady spot beneath enormous century old oak trees. Quite a few commented 

to me that they never knew this quiet little Bocce Court area existed. 

Other parts of the park were packed with other Canberrans eagerly vying for the well known BBQ 

and picnic spots elsewhere on Weston Park Peninsula. The bands playing near the Miniature 

Railway drew good crowds but were far enough away from us not to intrude on our peaceful    

relaxation together to share in each other’s Australia Day fare. 

If there had been a competition for best dressed MG it would have been won by the five  flag   

festooned TF of Laurie and Di Gardiner. What a sight!  It was really enjoyable to meet with our 

MG companions on parklands surrounded exclusively by our members motoring favourites. Next 

time I hope we can be safe enough to form a few teams here to play games of Bocce. It’s good 

fun. 

We shall save a spot for you to join in some of the coming COVID safe regional MG runs and  

picnics that I have prepared for the coming months. News about that will be available soon. I’m 

open to your own ideas as well.  
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The Autumn Ladies Lunch 

5 March 2022 

 

Pics from their gallery      

T he ladies lunch is on in March at the Stonehouse Amaroo commencing 

at 12 midday. 

For those ladies who don’t live on that side of town, the meeting place is 

Scrivener Dam at 11:30am  for an 11:40am departure.  If you have an MG 

on historic plates you can certainly bring it to this event and enjoy the     

pleasures of open top driving.  Presuming there are no rain clouds about. 

Please advise Naomi of your intention to attend at ladies@mgcccanberra.org.au by 7:00pm 

Wednesday 2 March 2022.  With your notification, please advise whether you intend making your 

own way to the venue or meeting at Scrivener Dam. 

If you have dietary requirements please contact the venue prior to 25 Feb on 5104 8969.  

(booking is under Naomi - MG Ladies) 

Come along and enjoy a nice couple of hours where cars are not the main topic of conversation. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Menu 

 

“The Stonehouse Amaroo is a local family run venue where customers of all ages can enjoy 

wholesome food in a warm, relaxed and inviting atmosphere – a home away from home. 

Stonehouse gets its name from the rural village Stonehouse, in South Lanarkshire, Scotland. The 

Hamilton family traced their ancestry back to Matthew and Margaret Hamilton who originated 

from Stonehouse before moving to Australia in the 1800’s.” 
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Wheels 2022 

WHEELS 2022 – Queanbeyan Showgrounds 

– Sunday March 6th 

Y ou will all be encouraged to hear that the 

planning for WHEELS is well on track!  

For further details see the web site: https://

cactmc.org.au/cactmc_wheels.html  

  

However, the organisers (Canberra Antique 

and Classic Motor Club) have asked for the 

following assistance from all clubs: 

1. Volunteers are needed for marshalling 

assistance on the day; 

2. Clubs to provide numbers of vehicles   

expected to attend WHEELS - this is to 

ensure that adequate space is allocated 

to each club for their display; 

3. If you know of a club in our region that is 

not affiliated with CACTMC, tell us, as we 

would like to send them an invitation to 

attend WHEELS.  

4. Alternatively, ask them to get in touch 

with Bob. We only need the name of their 

club, how many cars might attend and the 

details for a contact person. 

 

For all of the above WHEELS requests, please 

provide feedback to Bob Alexander via email 

rjacgs@hotmail.com or 0417880064 

The following is the latest news release from 

the Wheels organisers: 

 

New way of deciding “Car of the Show” at 

Shannons Wheels 

Visitors to the Shannons Wheels vehicle       

display on the Queanbeyan Showground in 

March. are alerted to take plenty of gold coins 

with them. 
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 During the 2022 event, the ‘Car of the Show’ 

trophy will be decided in a trial method, by the 

amount of donated coins each participant      

receives from the public. Each participant will 

have a box located near their vehicle and a 

sign indicating that the money raised will be 

donated to the Stroke Foundation and will go 

towards their vehicle being awarded the ‘Car of 

the Show’ trophy. 

More than 750 vehicles are expected to be on 

display on Sunday 6 March 2022, entry is by 

gold coin donation, which will be donated to 

the Technology for Ageing and Disability 

(TADACT). 

2022 marks the 40th anniversary of the       

popular display which brings together veteran, 

vintage and classic vehicles from Canberra 

and regional vehicle clubs. 

This year there will be spotlight displays to 

mark special anniversaries: Austin 7 100 years 

and Jeep 80 years. There will also be spotlight 

display of bubble cars including, Isetta,       

Messerschmitt.  A German Amphicar and the 

Australian Federal Police (AFP) will be         

represented by vehicles from the Police        

historic fleet. 

The Historic Fire Brigade will be represented 

by heritage fire appliances and the Electric   

Vehicle Association will have 12 vehicles on 

display. 

The Shannons Wheels display is the Council of 

ACT Motor Clubs annual charity day and is  

organised on behalf of the Council by the    

Canberra’s Antique and Classic Motor Club 

(CACMC) and supported by the Queanbeyan 

and Palerang Regional Council and local    

businesses. Shannons Insurance have been 

long time sponsors of the event. 

The display is open to the public from 10.00am 

to 1.30pm 

 

Issued by Graham Gittins 

Publicity Officer 

Council of ACT Motor Clubs      

 

Special Offer to  

MG Car Club Members 

 

A Premium Clean and Ser-

vice of your reverse cycle                         

Air Conditioning system-            

Usually $159.00 

For MG Club 

Members 

$109.00 

 

 

Call  

Joe McGrail-Bateup 

(1966 MGB) 
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W ire Wheel Grease Loss and Knocking 

The Rudge Whitworth centre locking wire wheels have their problems.  No doubt, you 

have seen wire wheels with black grease     running out from the hub along the spokes and heard 

the hub splines knocking as power or brakes are applied.  You may also have spent a frustrating 

time  removing a wheel that has rusted onto its hub. 

 All the above problems can be prevented cheaply and easily. 

 Grease Loss 

 Silastic applied to the spoke ends within the outer wheel centre, will cure the movement of 

grease through the spokes and seal the hub from water entry and future spline rust. 

Hub/Wheel Centre Locating Spline Knocking 

After cleaning and lubricating (Moly Grease) the hub and wheel splines,  apply Loctite *620 to the 

unpainted conical faces of inner hub and the inboard wheel centre.  Do not apply Loctite *620 

to the outer wheel spinner nut   locating tapers, the spinner nut shoulders, threads or the hub/

wheel centre locating splines.  Assemble, taking care that no lubricant comes in contact with the 

Loctite *620 and secure,  allowing sufficient time for the Loctite *620 to cure (80min) before use.      

Loctite *620 as applied, is not a permanent  adhesive and will separate easily for wheel  remov-

al.   

Unless the hub splines are worn beyond the point of no return, the hub knocking should be 

cured.  

Bob Schapel  

*Original (1982) Loctite 601. 

Snippets From The Past 
Reprinted from Tappet Chatter No. 30 Jan / Feb 1982 

Sent in by Geoff Piddington 
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 A 2022 addition to the above. 

The original spinner (wheel locating nut) 

copper hammer weighed 1.5lb.  Its      

replacement with a composite (Dead 

Blow) 2lb/1kg  hammer will greatly       

extend the life of the spinner nut chrome 

plating  without compromising wheel   

security. 

The early wheel bearing grease was of a 

heavy fibre specification, easily          

contained by the leather wheel  bearing 

seals of the day.  The modern wheel 

bearing grease is generally of a lighter 

consistency while providing a high melting point.  Unfortunately, the  period leather seals have 

difficulty containing modern high melting point wheel bearing grease of which Castrol 3371034 

HTB wheel bearing grease is representative and this grease type is not ideal for use with a leath-

er seal.   Penrite NLGI No2 (Blue) HT wheel  bearing grease has a 'waxier' consistency that is 

more readily contained by the period leather seal and is a suitable alternative to the early original 

wheel bearing grease specification. 

In many instances, the front splined hub has a threaded hole giving access to the wheel bearing 

retaining nut split pin.  Often the screw that blanks this hole is missing leading to grease 

loss.  Apart from replacing the missing screw, the hole can be sealed with a rubber grommet or 

Silastic. 

Wire wheel front hubs, though covered by the 'spinner' are open to the ingress of 'crud' and in 

consequence a reduction of bearing life.     Closing the open hub with an 'off the shelf' plastic cap 

from a domestic pressure pack (selection by trial and error) will resolve this problem.  Once     

selected, ensure the cap has a 0.80mm hole for air expansion.  

Rear wheels can leak oil from the hub drive shaft (half shaft) splines which should be assembled 

with Loctite.  In some instances, it is possible to seal the oil leak using a welch plug.   

 

 For the TC, because 

it has a grease      

nipple (for rear wheel 

bearing lubrication) a 

welch plug is not an 

option, unless a 

sealed bearing is fit-

ted - this makes the 

grease nipple redun-

dant. 
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A t the start of the COVID pandemic, the       

Federation of British Historic Vehicle 

Clubs (FBHVC) conducted a National Vehicle 

Survey for 2020-2021. The survey is the larg-

est and most detailed survey of historic vehicle        

ownership carried out in any country. The      

results will help shape the future of the industry 

and will give the Federation of British Historic 

Vehicle Clubs the vital facts and figures     

needed to protect the future of transport      

heritage in the UK at the very highest levels. 

The results are both surprising and interesting 

for those members of the MG Car Club       

Canberra driving an historic car.  

The use of UK historic vehicles and their need 

for services and supplies contributed an         

impressive £7.2 billion to the UK economy (Aus 

$13 billion). This revenue is generated from the 

nearly 4,000 businesses that support historic 

vehicles, employing over 34,000 people. Those 

businesses are working on ensuring the future 

as well, with over a third either employing or 

considering employing an apprentice.  

Unlike Australia, where the States and         

Territories are responsible for vehicle           

registration, the UK has a single Government 

Agency responsible for all vehicle licensing, the 

Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency or DVLA 

for short. This made the survey easier to     

conduct. In 2020/21 there were a total of 38.4 

million vehicles registered for use on UK roads. 

This compared with 20 million on Australian 

roads. Of those 38.4 million, only 1.5 million 

are historic vehicles.  However, only 44% of 

those are registered for road use; i.e. about 

660,000. Therefore, to put it in perspective for 

the UK, historic vehicles represent only 1.8% of 

all licensed vehicles on the road. I have been 

unable to find the number of historic vehicles 

registered in Australia through either the       

Bureau of Statistics or State/Territory          

Government’s websites. It appears it is not 

something we record in Australia.  

Out of interest, the number of historic cars by 

make and value was recorded by the             

Association of Heritage Engineers who        

supported the Study. In 2019, there were 

52,463 MGs on the register with an average 

value of £7,000 (Aus$13,000) - 26,000 are 

MGBs. By way of comparison there were 5,026 

Austin Healeys registered with an average    

value of £26,000 (Aus$49,000)! 

HISTORIC VEHICLE SURVEY IN THE UK 
By Trevor Finklaire 
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 Nearly 1 in 3 people in Britain think historic   

vehicles should be used rather than be         

displayed in a museum and nearly half of the 

population believe that historic vehicles should 

be preserved for people to enjoy in the future. 

But what about the mileage driven and the   

subsequent fuel emissions from historic         

vehicles? 

DVLA reported that 365 billion miles are driven 

on UKs roads each year. The survey found out 

that on average, an historic vehicle travelled 

1,200 miles each year (about 1,900 km). This 

represents 0.2% of the total mileage driven on 

UK roads by licensed vehicles. The FBHVC 

went on to investigate emissions from fuel 

used by licensed historic vehicles. The majority 

of historic vehicles are cars and motorcycles, 

with very low numbers of heavy goods,          

agricultural and military vehicles, meaning that 

the level of emissions is lower than the mileage 

driven might suggest. They noted that when 

comparing new and historic vehicles          

emissions, figures must reflect the carbon  

footprint of manufacture. The carbon footprint 

of historic vehicles due to manufacture has       

already been sequestered, with a strong case 

of owners retaining and repairing historic      

vehicles rather than purchasing a new one. 

The Study concluded that there are three main 

reasons for a smaller environmental footprint 

associated with historic vehicles. First,     

spending on historic vehicles has a high labour 

content and low energy and materials         

content. Second, there is a philosophy of repair 

and renovation rather than new builds and 

thirdly, historic vehicles have very low usage 

levels.  

Of course historic vehicles cause some         

pollution, but although UK owners are aware of 

this, the FBHVC Study discovered that only 

35% of historic vehicle owners contributed to 

some form of carbon off-set program. Contrary 

to what one might expect, spending on classic 

cars is much more environmentally friendly 

than most consumers’ expenditure. The 

average user of an historic car in UK produces 

563 kg of CO2 equivalent emissions in a year. 

This is still too much, but it needs to be seen in 

context. It is around half the emissions from 

using a computer or a mobile phone or from 

going on a week’s holiday from UK to the Medi-

terranean.  

The average £1,000 spent on owning and     

using historic cars creates 80 kg of CO2   

equivalent emissions, after taking all the inputs 

into account. This compares with 537 kg of 

CO2 emissions that would result from an       

average £1,000 of consumer expenditure, 

measured the same way. But more telling is 

the comparison with other areas of luxury 

spend. If you spend on historic cars rather than 

spending the same money going to the pub or 

dining at a restaurant, you halve your            

environmental emissions. 

So yes historic cars do cause some pollution, 

although they have extremely low level      

emissions, but historic cars are considered 

“heritage assets” in UK which need to be pre-

served. This is largely being done through    

investment by private owners. The estimated 

value of UK historic vehicles is £12.6 billion. 

This could be wiped out if people are scared off 

buying such vehicles and if the industry were to 

disappear, £7.2 billion per annum contribution 

to the economy and 113,000 jobs would have 

to be replaced. Fortunately, the level of         

enthusiasm for historic vehicles in UK is such 

that there are grounds for confidence that this 

will not happen. But it pays not to be           

complacent. Could the same be said of the his-

toric and classic vehicle industry in Australia? 

 

Sources: 

1. Federation of British Historic Vehicle 

Clubs National Survey 2020/21. 

2. DVLC statistics 2020. 

3. Australian Bureau of Statistics, Motor    

Vehicle Census 2021.  

4. The Economic Impact of the Historic     
Motor Industry in UK, December 2020 
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MG Car Club Sydney 

Opposite Lock 

(Current Issue) 

 

MG Car Club Tasmania 

MG Motoring News 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

MG Car Club Newcastle 

Clubtorque 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

MG Car Club Hunter Region 

On the Marque 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

MG Car Club Gold Coast 

The Time Machine 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

MG Car Club Western Australia 

The Octagon 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

MG Car Club South Australia 

MG Motoring 

(Current issue and past issue archive) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Club Magazines  
can be found by clicking the following links 

and images 

MGCC T Register Newsletter 
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Want to service your MG? 
Got a rattle that is hard to find? 

 

O ur Club has a well-equipped under-cover service centre with four post hoist, 
engine hoist and all the basic big-tools to enable you to do repairs, service 

and/or clean your car in a secure area, 24/7. 

 
Simply contact Club members Nigel French on 6163 5551 or 0413 646321, or Lau-
rie Gardiner (Club equipment custodian) on 62934191 or 0418488931 to arrange a 
time to do the work or just to have a look.  

 
 
 
The workshop is located at: 
Budget Storage,  
25 Yallourn St  
Fyshwick. 
 
Map 
 
 
 

 

The Service Centre and use of Club tools is free to Club members. 
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Club Calendar 
 

CLUB EVENTS 

Click here for Club Calendar 
 

Every Tuesday at 10:00am there is a morning tea at the Train station in Weston Park.  Turn up 

and buy your tea or coffee there 

Every Tuesday at 12:30pm there is a lunch time natter at the second picnic area on the right in 

Weston park.  Just turn up but bring your lunch, and converse with 

other automotive enthusiasts. 

Every Sunday from 9:00am there is a club breakfast at the café at the National Museum of        

Australia.  Just turn up no bookings required .  Experience indicates 

being there right on 9:00am as the café fills up very quickly.  Free 

parking 

February  

Sunday 13th  -  Monthly Run  -  Honeysuckle Creek Camp Ground  

 

March 

Wednesday 2nd  -  Mid Week Meander  -  Uriarra Crossing picnic area on North Side 

Sunday 6th  -  Shannons Wheels/Club Display Day  -  Queanbeyan Showground 

Sunday 13th  -  Monthly Run  -  Bungonia Gorge Camp Ground 

 

April 

Wednesday 2nd  -  Mid Week Meander  -  Fish and Chips at Yacht Club 

Sunday 10th  -  Monthly Run  -  Cotter Dam Picnic Ground 

15th - 19th  -  Natmeet 2022 in Lake Macquarie  

      NatMeet | Mgcarclubnatmeet (wixsite.com)  

 

May 

Wednesday 2nd  -  Mid Week Meander  -  Googong Dam BBQ Picnic Ground  

Sunday 15th  -  Monthly Run  -  Goulburn Belmore Park Picnic 

 

 

 

More details can be found on the Calendar on the club website 

Click here 

https://mgcccanberra.org.au/test/?page_id=134 
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Club Calendar 
 

FORECAST 

 

Click here for Club Calendar 

 
Mid Week Meanders to be held on First Wednesday of each month 

Monthly Runs are organised so as not to clash with other club events.  Refer to the club         

calendar for dates. 

Other Potential Runs 

 

Orroral Valley Picnic Area 

Big Hole via Braidwood 

Goulburn Brewery when it reopens 

Terry Pulford Garage Run, once safe 

 

 

Weekend Away Ideas 

 

AWA Brigadoon and Bowral Weekend? 

Mudgee/Gulgong? 

 

The above proposals will be planned unless members email the Social Coordinator with 

other appealing suggestions 

social@mgcccanberra.org.au  

 

 

 

OTHER EVENTS 

 

 

 

Note: “CLUB EVENT” signifies that an MG club representative will be in attend-
ance, regardless of who is organizing. Such events meet the requirements for 
concessional registration. 

 

Events listed in “OTHER EVENTS” or in the Sporting Report also meet the re-
quirements for CRS participation although a formal MG club representative may 
not be attending. 
 

More details can be found on the Calendar on the club website 

Click here 
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Video’s 

Watch the above video to see some quite unique and unu-

sual automotive design features during the 50’s 

Is the MGA a Romantics car? 
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(The last report was June 2021) 

 

F or readers of this column and motorsport aficionados generally, welcome to a big, bright and 

hopefully Omicron lessened 2022 filled with many interesting events and opportunities to 

test your driving skills, exercise the MG, spectate at a range of events or, if you are so inclined, 

assist at one of our MGCCC motorkhanas.  Helping at the latter would be a wonderful way of 

supporting one of our long-standing and major club activities. 

I know there are only around 318 shopping days to Christmas, and you can already buy hot cross 

buns and chocolate Easter bunnies at your local supermarket but at least let me say “Happy New 

Year”!  “Hope to see you at the track” as they say. 

After a great deal of negotiation and discussion we have settled on the dates for our four (4)     

motorkhanas for 2022.  Why don’t you enter the dates into your diary, hard copy or soft copy, 

right now!  

Here are the dates: 

 

Sunday, 27 February 2022 

Sunday, 22 May 2022 

Sunday, 28 August 2022 

Sunday, 27 November 2022 

 

As usual I have done my best to keep clear of public holidays, historic race meeting, hillclimbs, 

car displays, social runs, Father’s Day, Mother’s Day, my birthday (!) and so on.  Of course, there 

are a number of other major considerations including the hire of the Vehicle Maneuvering Area at 

the Sutton Road facility which is subject to other user’s requirements and the availability of Chris 

Hillman and myself as holders of a Club Chief/Clerk of Course Motorsport Australia (MSA)         

licence necessary in order to conduct the events.   Like most things in this world, it is a balancing 

act, but I think we are pretty right! 

 

 

 

SPORTING REPORT 
January - February 2022 

By Kent Brown 

Motorsport Coordinator 
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Motorkhana HQ – Transport Industries Skill Centre location 

 

An email was also sent out in December to around 243 previous competitors or those that had 

expressed an interest in competing advising of our schedule for 2022 so let’s hope we get some 

good support.  Simon Braun has updated the MGCCC website with all the necessary details. 

So, into preparations for 27 February, here we go.  All documentation was submitted to MSA for 

approval in a timely manner and we have received approval of our Entry Form and                  

Supplementary Regulations.  Treasurer Deb Whitfield has been forwarded the invoice for the 

MSA Permit to be issued following payment noting that the charge has inevitably risen by another 

$15 to $125. 

Entry is only available through the Event Entry portal on the MSA website where all the event    

information is stored, and necessary documents provided. There is no need for hands            
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 scrutineering for competitors these days due to Covid restrictions; it is a self-scrutiny process.  

Officials?  We need about a dozen to best cater for the assembled throng and to look after all the 

jobs that need doing so if you can assist us on the day, it would be greatly appreciated.  Please 

let either Chris Hillman or I know of your availability. 

Motorkhana officials on a sunny day at Sutton Road – please help!   

 

And for all that hard work and time spent at the event you are rewarded with a nice “thank you” 

from the Secretary of the Meeting (yours truly) and of course, at no cost to you, enjoy those      

delectable delights provided so courteously by the Ngunnawal Girl guides under the watchful eye 

of Virginia who also doubles as our qualified First Aid provider. 

 

Historic Motor Racing 

 

There is a plethora of historic racing both here and overseas.  It is certainly one sport that is       

increasing in size, interest and participation.  In Australia there is plenty to chose from with 1, 2 or 

3 day historic racing events.   

The 2022 historics racing year started with the HSRCA’s New Year meeting at Wakefield Park    

on 29/30 January.  I know the poster below says 28/29 January but thanks to a lifting of some   

restrictions the meeting was moved to the weekend rather than the Friday/Saturday. 
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HSRCA event official poster – Brian Weston MG Midget #75, Kent Brown MGB #51           

(on right) behind 1976 3ltr Porsche Carrera of Mikki Piirlaid 
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 Group S started with 23 competitors for practice/qualifying however this was pared back with the 

inevitable retirements due to mechanical gremlins and interstate travel to 18 for the last race on 

Sunday afternoon. 

Group S on the dummy grid at Wakefield Park 29 January 2022 

 

Practice/qualifying only lasted 4 laps at which time the event was red-flagged when a front left 

wheel came off Damien Daly’s Queensland-based Datsun 2000 just after the “gurgler” and the 

disabled car was just off the track in a dangerous position.  The wheel studs had stripped.     

Longer studs required! As an aside, I, like others, would have guessed that the threads on the 

studs would have been metric.  Wrong!  They are 7/16 UNF.  Only the threads on fasteners in the      

engine are metric, the rest of the car is UNF.  Apparently this was as a result of the Fairladys   

being imported into the USA so an expert on the marque tells me. 

The one race just before lunch on Saturday was also stopped by a red flag after 2 laps.  The front 

suspension of Ray Narkiewicz’s 5.4lt Chev Corvette from Victoria collapsed and it had to be      

recovered.  We were then         

re-gridded back to our original 

starting positions rather than our 

track position at the time of the 

red flag which was a great pity 

because both Brian Weston and 

I had had made up a good    

number of places.  So be it! 

Saturday afternoon’s racing was 

cancelled in totality due to        

torrential downpours from at 

least 3 storm cells one after the 

other directly overhead.  The 

track was absolutely flooded as 

were the carports and garages; 

box gutters don’t work in a      

tropical rainstorm! Storm cell over Wakefield Park 
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Two events were held on Sunday as most of the track had dried out at by that time with only mi-

nor pools of water in turn 2, the “gurgler” and coming onto the main straight at turn 10.  These 

had evaporated or been dried by the race traffic come Sunday afternoon’s event.  The track was 

still “slow” with most times down by about 1.5 seconds due to lower grip levels. 

Flooded garage at Wakefield Park – box gutters do not work in heavy rain! 

 

Both Brian Weston, MG Midget #75, and I successfully completed the weekend and drove our 

cars onto the trailers after competition – always a good sign.  I managed a 7
th
 overall in the last 

race and finished with three 1
st
 places in class during the weekend.  

An interesting car garaged close by, and driven by Bruce Grant from Sydney, was a tribute to the 

JPS liveried TWR Jaguar XJ-12 driven by Tom Walkinshaw which won the 1984 Macau Guia 

race.  The tribute car is based on a supercharged 1988 Jaguar XJS.  I understand Bruce was 

closely involved with Nepean Classic Cars at one stage, a company that worked on MG’s and 

supplied spare parts. 
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Bruce Grant’s tribute Jaguar 

 

 

 

 

Guia Race 

Pos 
Pos in 
class 

# 
Team / Entrant 
Car- Engine 

Drivers, Nationality 
Engine 
vol. (cc) 

Engine 
Type 

Group 
Distance, 
time 

Qual 
pos 

Qual 
time 

Fastest 
lap 

Reason 
out, 
remarks 

1 1 7 
TWR 
Jaguar XJ-S 

Tom Walkinshaw, GB 5344 V12 Super 
25 laps, 
1:06.33,4
7 

1 2.42,24 2.42,38   

2 2 8 
TWR 
Jaguar XJ-S 

Hans Heyer, D 5344 V12 Super 
25 laps, 
1:06.34,6
8 

3 2.44,62     

3 3 1 
Schnitzer 
BMW 635 CSi 

Hans-Joachim Stuck, D 3475 L6 Super 
25 laps, 
1:07.07,3
0 

2 2.44,53 2.42,64   

The TWR Jaguars, this time with sponsorship from John Player Special, learnt the rest of the 
field a lesson in Group A racing; Walkinshaw and Heyer got a double victory, leading the first 
Schnitzer BMW over half a minute. 



 

36 MGCCC February 2022 

 

 

The tribute car’s engine bay – anyone care to change a spark plug? 

 

The annual 3-day Phillip Island Classic is next up and scheduled for 11-13 March.  Unfortunately 

this year Group S - production sports cars from the period 1941 to 1977 - will only be allocated 

one (1) grid so it certainly looks like a full field of 55 cars will greet the starter on Friday, 11
th
 

March for practice and qualifying.   

Poster – Phillip Island Classic 2022 

 

Recognised as one of the world’s largest historic motor racing events on the international calen-

dar by the number of entries and races held over the three days, the Phillip Island Classic is    

expected to once again draw hundreds of entries although probably only Australian-based cars 

due to international travel restrictions.  Cross your fingers…. 

 

2022 marks the 33th Phillip Island Classic event.  
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Phillip Island track layout 

 

  SDMA Hillclimb 

 

The Southern District Motorsports Association (SDMA) always extends a very warm welcome to 

their hillclimb events.  The next event will be on the 6
th 

March 2022.   It is a Club 1-lap hillclimb.  

Spectator entry is FREE and on competition days you will see cars on track from around 9am - 

4pm.  There is spectator seating 

and food available as well as 

washroom facilities.   Why don’t 

you consider going along and 

checking out some local motor-

sport?  Entry off Sutton Road, next 

to the Driver Training Centre. 

 

 

 

Aerial view of the SDMA         

Hillclimb track and TISC facility 

with VMA 
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   Golden Era of Auto Racing (GEAR) 

 

I always like to give a plug to GEAR, the Golden Era of Auto Racing Club.     

GEAR celebrates an era of amateur Australian motor sport that many of us remember I am sure, 

but which ended in the early 1960’s. This period was noted for its wide variety of cars, ranging 

from famous imported makes, locally made specials, particularly MGs, and modified production 

cars all of which were raced and prepared in the golden era by famous or colourful characters.  

Luckily, later model cars are now encouraged and there are usually a range of MG Midgets, 

Sprites and MGB’s on track.  In fact, I took my MGB to the last event in 2021 held on 8 December 

and had an enjoyable day. 

 

 

 

GEAR grid called “Amaroo Park” (Group 5) 

 

GEAR meets at Wakefield Park seven times each year when drivers evoke a bygone era with 

surprising speed, skill and respect for other competitors and their wonderful old racing cars such 

as the one below. 

The first meeting for 2022 was held on Wednesday, the 9
th
 February.  The next meeting is on 

Wednesday April 13.  Well worth a visit at Wakefield Park, a relatively short drive away.  Entry for 

spectators is FREE but of course Covid-19 checks are currently in place with a requirement to 

both QR code login – do not forget it is the NSW app not the Canberra app – and also show your           

vaccination certificate at the gate.  

 

To finish with I could not resist this picture on an MG TF 

(classic) as a tow car! 

 

 

MG TF towing the 1955 Crowfoot Holden 

 

 

Until the March Sporting Report, please drive safely. 
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N ot exactly hot-on-the heels of our own 

Club, but as a strong indicator of where 

the historic vehicle movement is heading, MG 

Car Club UK has announced its own carbon-off

-set scheme in a Newsletter to its members.  

The article is titled: MG Car Club announce a 

new carbon balancing scheme - Could planting 

trees really keep our MGs on the road? 

The newsletter reports:  

The MG Car Club, as a member of the Federa-

tion of British Historic Vehicle Clubs is pleased 

to announce that we have developed a ‘Carbon 

Offset’ scheme that may be of interest to mem-

bers – unless of course you already have an 

MG ZS EV or MG 5! 

Mike Haughton MGCC Director says, ‘It is a 

voluntary scheme, that overall should help the 

environment – and you get a car sticker to 

show you are doing your part.’ 

Historic MG owners and event organisers can 

now continue their enjoyment of transport     

heritage, whilst playing our part to protect the 

environment, through a new carbon balancing 

initiative from the Federation of British Historic 

Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC). 

The scheme, launched on 15 December 2021, 

offers us a quick and convenient way to carbon 

balance emissions thanks to the planting of 

new woodland here in the UK. 

Importantly, that woodland will also be planted 

using native species to best contribute to the 

local ecosystem. Planting in this way also     

delivers a host of additional benefits, including 

increased biodiversity, creation of recreational 

spaces and flood mitigation to name a few.  

The carbon footprint of the average historic MG 

is already very low. FBHVC research data 

shows that, on average, the historic vehicle 

community accounts for less than 0.25% of the 

total miles travelled on UK roads annually and 

that includes everything from cars,               

motorcycles, buses, coaches, lorries, light 

commercials, military, agricultural and steam 

vehicles!  Furthermore, the manufacturing  

footprint of the vehicle has been spread over 

so many years, that it has more than ‘paid its 

dues’ in terms of the emissions and energy  

required to produce it.  

However, as the responses to the 2020/2021 

National Historic Vehicle Survey showed 

(which included a great many MG Car Club 

members), there is an appetite to work towards 

carbon neutrality and the Federation have    

responded to that request on our behalf. 

 

So what are the similarities and differences  

between the carbon off-set scheme implement-

ed by our Club last year, and the scheme     

announced by MGCC UK less than one year 

later: 

First the similarities: 

• It is a voluntary scheme that is aimed to 

help the environment by allowing           

individual vehicle owners and event       

organisers to continue their enjoyment of 

heritage and Club motoring, while playing 

their part to protect the environment 

• The carbon-offset requirement is           

calculated, based on science.  

And some differences (there are none that   

really matter): 

• Through their partners MGCC UK seek a 

voluntary contribution of £20 pa; whereas 

we suggest a voluntary contribution of just 

$2.50 per Club Car pa. MGCC UK has 

selected a partner to make their           

contributions to. They use ‘Tree-V’ and 

Could planting trees really  
keep our MGs on the road? 

By Brian Calder 
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 ‘Forest Carbon’ who have planted over 13 

million trees and are supported by the UK 

government. We currently use Greenfleet  

https://www.greenfleet.com.au/ as our 

partner. 

• Each year that you contribute to the UK 

scheme you receive a small sticker for 

your MG windscreen. Perhaps our     

Committee could consider a perpetual 

(not annual) sticker for our Club? Or    

combine it with our current Club         

windscreen sticker? The UK sticker is  

below: 

 

So what? The article in the UK Club newsletter 

gets straight to the point:  ‘As much as our 

pride and joy attracts lots of positive attention 

for the nostalgia it evokes, it can also attract 

attention for having an exhaust pipe. If we want 

to keep our beautiful machines relevant and 

responsible in the 21st century, we need to 

recognise how some sections of society might 

view them. Making our vehicles eco-friendly, 

and shouting about it, is a way we can secure 

the future of our community and attract the 

next generation of enthusiasts.’ In my view, 

that non-political statement of fact is the reason 

why our own Club scheme is so important to 

have and to foster. It’s about how we want our 

Club to be viewed – as part of the problem, or 

as part of the solution. And our Club’s initiative 

is gaining acceptance and momentum; first  

locally by the Council of ACT Motor Clubs, and 

now an almost identical scheme being          

promoted in the MGCC UK. 
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I  have written about this issue previously 

and it seems that the situation is becoming 

more prevalent – the non-enthusiast              

opportunists in the MG fraternity.  I have a 

great deal of respect and affection for all things 

Abingdon MG, that is, up until the Brits  

shamefully flogged off the revered MG Marque 

to the Chinese, my essay however, is to do 

with the carpetbaggers who have just recently 

discovered the MG, and like most of the       

millennials, are wanting to change everything, 

because it doesn’t fit with their ill-liberal mind-

set.  These people don’t restore, instead, they 

de-value, by whacking numerous bits of 

chrome on engines, and they paint over rusty 

panels and gloat on Facebook, about how 

clever they are. 

The physical process of self-restoring any  

classic motor car is a very demanding activity, 

and there is usually an untallied financial price 

to consider as well.         There are no short 

cuts, and anyone who thinks that a quickie 

make-over will get past the concourse judges, 

or earn them some fast bucks will have to live 

with the consequences for a long time.       

Maybe not in a financial re-compensation 

sense, but a moral burden that will never 

leave.   

As a prime first hand example of this, I recently 

had a chap contact me regarding some        

restored and refurbished MGB car parts.           

These parts had been collected by me over 

many years and had become surplus to my 

restoration activities.   

My creative sense had prevented me from 

simply selling off these scruffy but valued 

parts, so I refurbished them as a value adding 

exercise, to what I considered a near show-

room quality.   

The youngish fellow, who contacted me, was 

into dealing in MGB’s – buying up “bargains”, 

tarting them up and reselling for thousands of 

dollars profit.   

No judgement from me, as he can do what he 

likes, but instead of adopting a sincere         

enthusiasts approach to his venture, he boast-

ed of how much moolah he was making.    

Never mind the unwary punters, who he sold 

these cars to, it was just a financial result that 

mattered.   

Now, I am all for free enterprise, and good luck 

to anyone who can turn a dollar, but there    

appears to be a generation of younger sports 

car aspirants, who do not understand or       

appreciate the history of what MG stands for.          

Because MGB’s particularly, are fairly plentiful 

and robust, and even better, so easily kept on 

the road, by dent of their simplicity, they have 

become a bit of a novelty to the I-Phone and 

Facebook set, and these ill-informed        

youngsters, are snapping up cars for            

previously unseen high prices, in a form of   

current faddism. 

There is a danger in all of this, as what now 

appears to be a lack of historical correctness 

and a departure from originality, these cars 

have been saddled with mismatched          

components and because of ignorance, the 

resultant vehicles are losing their individuality 

of what an MG really represents.  As a senior 

member of the MG fraternity, I am firstly an  

enthusiast, I am computer literate, I am a keen 

observer of many things, and secondly, I am 

into the internet and anything MG etc.               

I get to see the goings-on of the newer MG  

cohort, who, use Facebook for their exchange 

of information and parts, and it disturbs me that 

my beloved MG marque is treated with         

enthusiastic ignorance.  The volume of         

mis-information and distortion of facts, urges 

my rebuttals, but common-sense prevails, so 

while tempted, I abstain from responding and 

just leave them to it.  

 

 

The Disturbing Rise Of The MG Opportunist in 2021 

By Maurie Prior 
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 The upshot of all of this, is that there is a    

generation of MGB owners with cars that are 

not truly representative of their particular model 

era, and these younger ones are in total        

ignorance but are quite happy to accept this.      

Examples of this are MK1 and MK2 cars fitted 

with Rubber Bumper and Mazda seats,       

glaringly incorrect interior fittings, incorrect   

carbies and air cleaners, Nissan engines and 

gearboxes, etc.  Other molestations are the 

deletion/additions of fan blades, vacuum   

braking systems, electrical components, and 

inappropriate “fuel-saving” devices, etc.            

There are more and more examples of the   

later, Rubber Bumper cars being converted to 

chrome bumper versions (and badly done) and 

more alarmingly, they are increasingly, and 

most blatantly misrepresented, in their model 

years.  In the future we will see more and more 

MGB’s prostituted by ignorance, but as         

restorers like me fade away, I earnestly wish, 

that at least some of these younger             

generation, will come to realise, just what that 

MG badge means.  

One of the really more beneficial things that 

happens in Australia particularly, to stem the 

flow of ignorance, and to “maintain the breed”, 

is the annual MG National Meeting event, 

where beautifully restored cars are judged by 

enthusiasts and like-minded owners.  In the 

meantime hopefully, older restorers and other 

enthusiasts like me, can keep the flame of    

originality alive, by restoring cars that may 

have been destined for the scrapyard.         

Originality can be very subjective, and even if 

one simply restores for hobby or pleasure, one 

can avoid contributing to the outlandish       

practises of the Facebook crowd, by sticking to 

originality as much as possible, without the 

need of being over-the-top obsessive.  How 

else to avoid our beloved MG’s from becoming 

grotesque street rods or worse, and losing the 

aura of what that special octagon badge 

stands for?  We as enthusiasts, have to keep 

on, “Maintaining The Breed” (with courteous 

reference to the author, the great John      

Thornley). 

Regalia 
 

CLUB CLOTHING 

 

Shirts - Cotton Long Sleeve $32.00 

Shirts-Cotton Short Sleeve $30.00 

Polo Shirts - Men's & Ladies $25.00 

Polo Fleece full zip Jacket - Men's     $35.00 

Micro Fleece full zip Jacket- Ladies   $35.00 

Nylon full zip Spray Jackets-Unlined  $30.00 

 

 

OTHER ITEMS 

 

Club Coffee Mugs (Bendigo Pottery)  $12.00 

Club Grille Badges $22.00 

Club Lapel Badges $  6.00 

Car Lapel Badges $10.00 

Club Windscreen Stickers $  2.00 

MG Octagon Car Lapel Badges  $10.00 

MG Key Rings $  7.00 

Sew-on Embroidered MG Logo in cloth $  8.00 

 

And  much much more... 

 

Email: regalia@mgcccanberra.org.au 
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R esults of AGM Election of Council     

Office bearers 

The Council of ACT Motor Clubs Annual     

General Meeting was held on Thursday 18   

November 2021 .The results of the election of 

office bearers for 2021-22 was as follows: 

President: Richard Jackson 

Vice President: Mark Saunders 

Secretary: Peter Atkinson 

Treasurer: Garry Smee 

Registrar: David Rogers 

 Committee 

Graham Gittins (Publicity Officer) 

Two committee members remain vacant 

 

Luxury Car Tax warning 

The Australian Taxation Office (ATO) has    

issued a warning to people importing new or 

second hand vehicles, not to fall for illegal 

schemes to avoid paying the Luxury Car Tax. 

 The ATO has accelerated their efforts to     

create a level playing field for the Australian 

community, holding those that do the wrong 

thing accountable, with the release of         

Taxpayer Alert TA 2021/4. This alert outlines 

the ATO’s concerns with some arrangements 

involving the sale of new and some              

second-hand luxury cars.  

The ATO now reviews every LCT refund claim 

and will stop invoices that appear to higher 

risk.  

Vehicle owners using arrangements which are 

illegal may result in penalties and sanctions.  

Owners who are concerned that they may 

have purchased a car as part of an               

arrangement can make a voluntary disclosure 

or an anonymous tip-off  by calling the ATO 

hotline on 1800 060 062. 

 

60 Day Scheme up date  

The Council has been advised that the 60 day 

usage scheme has been agreed by the ACT 

Government Registration Review Panel and 

Finance Committee, but the implementation 

will not take place for nine to 12 months 2022. 

 

Shannons Wheels 2022 

The planning committee of the Shannons 

Wheels 2022 has made the following decisions 

for the event.  

Location Queanbeyan Showground.  

Date 6 March 2022 

 Open to the public 10.00am -1.30pm 

Approximate number of entries 750.  

Two Charities – Technology for  Aging and 

Disabled (TADACT) and Stroke Foundation.  

A number of Spotlight displays are planned for 

the following vehicles: 

• Austin 7 - 100 years 

• Jeep -  80 years 

•  E-type Jaguar - 60 years  

• Bubble Cars  

Club members with these vehicles and who 

wish to be part of the spotlight display should 

contact Graham Gittins on 62515645 or email: 

gittins@iinet.net.au  

Council of ACT Motor Clubs Inc. 

PO Box 505  

Woden ACT 2606  

web: https://CACTMC.org.au 

email: info@CACTMC.org.au 

Council Communique 

November 2021 
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 Buckets for bucks  

 A change to the way donations for the two 

charities at Wheels will be made for the 2022 

event.  

Individual vehicle owners will be encouraged to 

place a bucket next to their vehicle and solicit-

ing gold coin donations to go into the award of 

the car of the show trophy.  

The vehicle with the most coins collected will 

be declared the winner. 

 The President of the Council of ACT Motor Club, Richard 

Jackson, and the Council Committee members wish all clubs     

affiliated with the Council, the compliments of the season and all 

the best for 2022. 
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MG CENTRE OF SYDNEY 
 

 

 

RV8 CARS AUSTRALIA P/L 
 

 

MG RV8 SERVICE & PARTS 

 

 

ALL YOUR MG PARTS & SERVICE NEEDS 

IN ONE EASY TO FIND LOCATION 

 

Ring Stuart or Sally Ratcliff MG Car Club NSW Life Member 

 

26/20 Tucks Road, Seven Hills, Sydney 

PH (02) 9838 9732 

Service 

Tuning 

Clutch 

Suspension 

Cooling 

Engine &Gearbox 

Parts 

Interior 

Body 

Mechanical 

Accessories 

Anything MG 
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For the information of NSW     
Members From the NSW      

Historic Motoring Association 
Sent in by Graham Gittins 

From: Tony <the.stoves@bigpond.com>  

Sent: Saturday, 29 January 2022 6:14 PM 

To: undisclosed-recipients: 

Subject: NSW Historic Motoring Assoc - January Information Bulletin 

To All NSWHMA Clubs 

Firstly, the Committee of the NSWHMA wishes your club and members a Happy New Year, and 

we hope that 2022 will provide more opportunities for the enjoyment of our hobby of historic mo-

toring. 

The January 2022 Information Bulletin is below. It contains important information that all your 

clubs members need to be aware of, so I urge your club to pass on this information to all mem-

bers whether it be email, club newsletter or club meetings and events. 

Regards, 

Tony Stove 

President, NSWHMA 

 

NSWHMA INFORMATION BULLETIN – JANUARY, 2022 

 

Court Case 

NSWHMA has provided assistance and support to the wife of a club member who was booked 

and charged with contravening the conditions of registration. An appeal against the charges was 

rejected and the matter proceeded to Court. Happily the case was dismissed and the charges 

dropped. We acknowledge the assistance provided by Matt Cafe, the recently appointed Manag-

er of Partnerships at TfNSW with whom we have been able to communicate directly on this and 

other matters.  

The outcome has provided certainty on several key issues: 

• Any person with an appropriate driver’s licence can drive any registered vehicle including 

those on Conditional Registration such as our Historic Vehicle and Classic Vehicle 

Schemes. 

• The Registered Operator is the person who owns the vehicle and has registered the vehicle. 

The Registered Operator must be a financial member of a TfNSW Approved Historic Vehi-

cle Club for HVS, or of a club affiliated with an Approved Organisation for CVS. 

• There is no requirement that a person driving the vehicle be a member of a TfNSW Ap-

proved Motoring Club. 
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• The Rules of log book use are spelled out in the log book and the Conditions of Registration 

are shown on the Certificate of Approved Use. Those two documents must be carried in the 

vehicle at all times. 

• There is no other document that spells out the Conditions of Conditional Registration. 

• Every day of vehicle use, other than formally authorised Primary Club events, must be en-

tered in the log book. (We continue to recommend that all use be recorded in the log book 

since there are many grey areas as to just what movements actually qualify as club runs).  

  

Licence Plates 

All members must be aware that the plates issued at the time of registration must remain on the 

vehicle at all times. Police have drawn attention to Novelty Plates available on-line and to the use 

of Auxiliary Plates (or Bike-rack plates), as well as hand-made temporary plates, all of which are 

illegal when used as replacements for the issued plates. This has become a major issue and 

TfNSW will be communicating directly to all clubs in the near future expanding on this topic. The 

offences and penalties for displaying incorrect licence plates are described in detail at:  ROAD 

TRANSPORT (VEHICLE REGISTRATION) REGULATION 2017 - REG 129 Number-plate offenc-

es (austlii.edu.au).  

Meanwhile we continue to await news on the proposal for a new HVS and CVS plate but remain 

optimistic of a good outcome in due course. 

 

Compliance and Enforcement 

As anticipated TfNSW is looking to eliminate abuses of our conditional registration schemes at 

all levels. Matt Cafe (Manager of Teams at TfNSW) now has a senior police officer working 

closely with him to ensure swift action to prosecute offenders. We have discussed the most ob-

vious abuses many times at our meetings and in correspondence, but it is important that clubs 

be aware and look to eliminate all practices that could attract attention under this pro-

gramme.  We all see vehicles that are clearly ineligible for registration on our schemes. They 

appear at events and shows everywhere. They are conspicuous at events like the Summernats 

and are often the subject of magazine articles and facebook posts. We receive a steady flow of 

reported problem vehicles that we have to communicate with our member Clubs to resolve, 

Many more are reported directly to TfNSW.  

  We are also aware that unscrupulous AIS examiners will provide invalid pink and blue slips on-

line. People providing those services as well as those using the services are prime targets for 

prosecution.  

Our clubs and registrars are advised to take a close look at the vehicles they are approving for 

our schemes and particularly to look out for members who alter their vehicles after the club in-

spection process. No vehicle should be granted access to the schemes without inspection.  

 On the whole we believe that our member clubs have already taken significant steps to clean 

out inappropriate vehicles from the HVS and move them to CVS but there are still many that 

should be moved.  A large part of the problem lies with the 300 (+) clubs that are not affiliated 

with any peak body and have often been formed purely to take advantage of the schemes.  

 We don’t want to see any of our Clubs caught up in the necessary crack down on these abuse.  
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Richmond Valley Car Club (RVCC)   

We have received reports of this club contacting and inviting clubs to join with them to process 

CVS registrations. This club is not an Approved Organisation (AO), nor is it affiliated with any of 

the four TfNSW AOs. The RVCC has no authority to process CVS registrations. We urge clubs 

not to get involved with the RVCC, and if contacted please inform me on 0417 310 610. 

 

Helpline 

Please note that there is a change for the NSWHMA Helpline contact number for advice on HVS 

and CVS eligibility and technical compliance information. The new number is 0410 226 969, 

which is also listed on our website (www.historicmotoring.com.au).  

 

Tractor Movements. 

Tractors travelling on public roads must now be fitted with a flashing amber light, and two or 

more tractors travelling in convoy on a public road must have an escort vehicle. 
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MG Cyberster to be launched by 2024 –  

first affordable electric convertible sports car,  

0-100 km/h in under 3s 
 

Recent reporting in Australia and Malaysia (7 - 9 Februaryt 2022) indicates a return to the 

MG stables of old during the year of the 100th anniversary of MG in 2024.  A return to the 

sports car.  The following is all but confirmed from a number of sources.  -Ed. 

 

T he MG brand is turning 100 in 2024, and in a bid to attract new buyers, it will introduce a 

slew of exciting new models, such as the Cyberster. The electric sports car was confirmed 

for production just a month after its debut at the 2021 Shanghai Auto Show, following the green 

light given by SAIC (MG’s parent company of 16 years) after it received more than 500 registra-

tions on a crowdfunding platform. 

According to Autocar, the MG5 Electric and ZS EV crossover are already among the most pop-

ular EVs in Europe. MG plans to build on this success by appealing to younger drivers through an 

all-new product line, designated Cyber, which stands for “Co-creating, Young, Beyond, Evolution 

and Recreation.” 

A brand spokesman said: “We are working on a surprise for you guys. Of course we know we 

were the affordable sports car brand in the past, and now we are the new electric vehicle brand, 

and we will surprise you. We will be in markets that nobody has been in before.” So far, no brand 

has introduced any affordable electric convertible sports car. 

The production Cyberster won’t look as outlandish as the concept, but MG UK design boss Carl 

Gotham said the car will incorporate the brand heritage with cutting-edge technology and ad-

vanced design. “Sports cars are the lifeblood of the MG DNA, and the Cyberster is a hugely excit-

ing concept for us,” he added. 
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 No technical details have been released yet, but MG claims that the Cyberster will do the zero to 

100 km/h sprint in under three seconds. It’s unclear how many electric motors will power this car, 

what its output is, and how big the battery capacity will be. However, MG promises a range of up 

to 800 km on a single charge. 
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MG Motor Delivers Record 2021 Results 
 

 
• Best-ever year for MG Motor Australia and New Zealand 

• Australian sales up 155.9 per cent while New Zealand experienced 172.5 per cent 

growth year-on-year 

• MG ZS range best-selling small SUV in Australia  

• Consistent supply across key vehicles to continue into 2022 

• Continued focus on customer satisfaction the key to next growth phase 

 

D espite the challenges of 2021, MG Motor Australia and New Zealand has posted its best 

ever annual sales results of the company’s six-year history, with more than 39,000 new ve-

hicle sales for Australia and a 172.5 per cent increase for New Zealand.  

Year-on-year, MG’s sales have increased by more than 155 per cent in a wider market that 

showed growth of 14.5 per cent.  

With 39,025 cars sold across Australia - placing MG ninth in overall passenger vehicle sales - 

and 3,810 sold in New Zealand, MG has firmly cemented its position as a favourite with local buy-

ers on both sides of the Tasman Sea. 

The award-winning ZS/ZST range led the charge with 18,423 sales in 2021, representing a 235.3 

per cent volume increase year-on-year making it the best-selling small SUV in Australia.  

Australia’s most popular light hatch, the MG3, also exceeded expectations with 13,774 sales - a 

92.4 per cent increase year-on-year.  

MG’s continued commitment to the new energy vehicle space resulted in almost 1,400 ZS EVs 

sold in 2021, establishing the model’s position as a market leader. The HS Plus EV, meanwhile, 

accounted for almost 10 per cent of all HS sales in 2021, with the perfect-for-Australia dual-motor 

SUV set for a big 2022.  

Peter Ciao, CEO of MG Motor Australia and New Zealand, said: “2021 has been very challenging 

for many reasons. Semi-conductor shortages and manufacturing delays due to COVID have re-
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 sulted in low stock numbers and significant delivery delays across the industry.  

“However, at MG Motor, we have been able to navigate these challenges. From manufacturing to 

shipping, we have delivered a reliable and trusted service to our customers, and this has contrib-

uted to the strong pipeline of stock that has supported our continued growth this year.   

“In 2022, we will expand our product offering with an updated MG ZS EV launching this year. We 

are also introducing more derivatives of our HS Plus EV which I believe is the perfect vehicle for 

our two territories."  

“2021 was a year of consolidation and rapid growth at MG Motor,” he continued. “We have in-

vested in our dealership network to ensure customers have the support they need wherever they 

are based in Australia or New Zealand. We will also expand training and support for technicians 

in 2022, ensuring they lead the charge when it comes to supporting the maintenance of future 

energy products in Australia.  

“And we will soon begin our task of contributing 3,000 charging stations over the next three years 

to hospitality businesses nationwide.”  

 

Expanding the product line-up  

During 2021, MG Motor launched two new models including its first hybrid vehicle, the MG HS 

Plus EV and its first All-Wheel Drive variant, the MG HS AWD. Two derivatives of the best-selling 

MG ZST model were also launched including a Core and Vibe specification which consolidated 

MG’s strong sales position in Australia and New Zealand.   

As part of an extended product portfolio, MG Motor launched a renewed warranty with all models 

now enjoying a 7-year unlimited kilometre warranty across both territories, including all battery 

units for electric vehicles. The decision is part of MG Motor’s continued commitment to support its 

growing customer base and recognition of its growing profile as the brand of choice for many 

families.   
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Further proof of MG Motor’s long-term success and commitment to the region comes in the form 

of its rapidly expanding dealer network. Across the region of Australia and New Zealand, MG Mo-

tor will achieve the significant milestone of 100 dealership locations, equipped with key infrastruc-

ture to ensure customers of MG Motor’s growing range of SUVs and New Energy vehicles remain 

well supported.  

 

Charging forward  

MG Motor has also launched an initiative to support the installation of 3,000 chargers across Aus-

tralia. Over the next three years, up to 1,000 locations will be provided with electric vehicle charg-

ing stations. With up to 3,000 units on offer, the infrastructure will support local businesses 

across the country, including hotels and resorts, which represents a multi-million-dollar invest-

ment by MG Motor. 

The new EV charging network – based on MG’s own award-winning Aurora charge hub – will be 

donated to operators spanning the entire country. These chargers will not only enhance each 

venue’s customer experience but will also reassure electric vehicle owners that they can drive 

around Australia with ease.  

The first operators will receive their chargers in the first quarter of 2021, including the historic 

Carrington Hotel in regional NSW. 

Each charger will be available for use by any electric vehicle, helping to support the adoption of 

electric vehicles around Australia as a whole. Interested parties can still apply at mgelec-

tric.com.au  

 

Giving back to the community  

It has also been a big year for the corporate identity of MG Motor with partnerships extended and 

secured with Port Adelaide Football Club, the National Basketball League (NBL) and cricket team 

Melbourne Stars.  

In addition, the MG brand has extended its reach into the world of sport down under with the re-

cently announced partnership in the NRL with the South Sydney Rabbitohs. In New Zealand, 

MG’s tie-up with the Mystics Netball Team has added to the brand’s continued presence in in the 

region.  

MG Motor has also made significant progress with its charity partner the Australian Red Cross. 

Throughout the year, MG Motor has donated a record amount through its annual Show & Shine 

initiative and Test Drive for a Difference campaign. Combined, both initiatives have raised more 

than $50,000 to support the work of the charity, which remains an important part of MG Motor’s 

community initiatives.  

In addition, a new MG logo was launched as the brand prepares for another big year in mar-

ket. The new MG logo will roll out progressively in Australia and New Zealand over the next three 

years, headlining a drive towards new energy mobility solutions and a greater focus on communi-

ty and caring at a local 

level. 
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Melba Motors 

More than 30 years experience 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melba Motors is a car repair and maintenance business 

with a special interest in British vehicles.  Proprietor 

Mick Wilson is a UK Leyland workshop trained mechanic 

experienced in all aspects of MGs and other British cars 

and can get your vehicles into tip-top shape. 

Mick and the staff carry out general repairs, engine 

rebuilds and fix carburettors.  Melba Motors diagnose 

and fix suspension problems and specialise in small 

welding and rust repairs. 

Transport can be arranged for cars that won’t go.  There 

is a 24 Hour emergency response – get you started or 

tow your car to safety. 

Call Mick on 02 6253 1523 

  

 

  

12 Purdue Street 

Belconnen 
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Pre-war  

Malcolm Robertson (02) 6288 9343 

Brian Oxley  (02) 6281 2351 

 

T Series 

Brian Oxley  (02) 6281 2351 

Peter Dechaineux    (02) 6281 5917 

Kent Brown (02) 6255 4943 

 

Y Series 

Mike Stearn   0418 241 820 

 

MGA 

Mike Stearn   0418 241 820 

 

MGB  

Kent Brown (02) 6255 4943 

 

MGC Roadster  and GT 

Mick O’Brien 0422 536 953 

 

MG RV8 

Simon Braun 0439 607 856 

 

MG Z Magnette 

Vacant   

 

Midget/Sprite 

John Harriott  (02) 6292 8420 

Ian Reid (02) 6231 8959 

 

Modern MGs 

Malcolm Robertson (02) 6288 9343 

Restoration 

Brian Oxley  (02) 6281 2351 

Mike Stearn   (02) 6291 6030 

Malcolm Robertson (02) 6288 9343 

 

Club Trailer 

Laurie Gardiner  (02) 6293 4191  

 

Club Servicing Facility & Tools 

Laurie Gardiner  (02) 6293 4191 

 

Concessional Registration 

Greg Whitfield 0498 107 658 

Kerry McDonald 0422 134 288 

 
 

Help Line 

Club Service Centre:  Our Club has a 
well equipped under-cover service cen-
tre at Budget Storage, 25 Yallourn St 
Fyshwick.  It has all the basic big-tools 
to enable you to do repairs, service and/
or clean your car in a secure area, 24/7.  
Simply contact Club member Nigel 
French (who owns Budget Storage) on 
the number above or 0413 646 321 to 
arrange a time to do the work or just to 
have a look.  The Service Centre and 
use of club tools is free to Club Mem-
bers. 
 
Visit Website 
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Marquet 

Wanted  -  Mk II MGB 

 

Hello 

I am newly retired and currently looking to purchase a 

series 2 MGB. Attempting to relive my youth I suppose. I 

am based in Brisbane but would be very happy to travel 

anywhere on the East Coast to get the right car. 

I wondered if anyone in your club had one for sale or was thinking of selling one and would be 

grateful if you could pass on my details.  

My phone number is 0408 742274, my email is ajlittlefield@gmail.com 

Thank you, 

Alan Littlefield 

Australia's only dedicated MG and British Classic 

Car classifieds web site.  

Developed by an MG enthusiast  

for all MG Classic Car enthusiasts & owners. 

https://bccbss.com.au/ 
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 1954 MG TF 

 

Chassis No:  TF 3963 

Engine No:  XPEG 2660  

Eng Capacity:  1500cc 

Gear Box :  Ford Type 9 All Synchromesh 

Differential:  3.7:1 

CVS REG:  05225E (Expiry 25AUG22) 

This vehicle was purchased by the current owner in February 1971.   The mechanical condition 

of the car is very good.  The hood and tonneau are operational and in fair condition.   The body 

and mudguards are all metal.   The paint work is in fair condition. 

For the last 11 years the car has been maintained by “CLASSIC CAR Repair Centre”.    

The vehicle is currently insured with SHANNONS; Policy Number SCM014120559.   

 Vehicle Specifications: 

• XPEG 1500cc engine (the cylinder head is fitted with hardened valve seats); 

• Ford Type 9 All Synchromesh gearbox: 

• The original Diff housing is fitted with a 3.7:1 CWP giving a cruising speed in fourth gear of 

80kph at 2,500 RPM and100kph at 3,000 RPM; 

• Stainless steel liner in the Master cylinder; 

• Negative earth Dynator; 

• Electronic Ignition and LED headlights; 

•  Dual electric fuel pumps with a change over 

switch; 

• USB electrical supply in both glove boxes, for GPS 

and phone chargers; 

• Key start ignition switch; and 

• Seat Belts 

The car was displayed at the MGCC National Easter Meeting at Ulverstone Tasmania in 2018; 

self driving to Melbourne and catching the ferry to Devonport, a tour of the East Coast and return 

to Sydney.  It is a good highway cruising vehicle.  The car disembarked at Port Melbourne at 

07:00AM and arrived at Concord at 18:30PM. 

Location:  Breakfast Point, Sydney.   

Price:  $44,000.00 

Contact: Stewart McAlister 

bsmcalister@bigpond.com; 0419 214 585 
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